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LANARK AREA MEMBER CENTRE BULLETIN
ISSUE 31: September 2010

WELCOME

Welcome to the September issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin 2010, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc. I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.  

Lanark Area MC Talk
Tuesday 28 September

Weasels to Wolverines: The Story of the Tenacious Carnivores 
Speaker: John Darbyshire, Ecologist, Edinburgh College of Art 
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Mustelids commonly referred to as the weasel family, are a family of carnivorous mammals. The Mustelidae are a diverse family and the largest in the order Carnivora. Mustelids vary greatly in size and behavior. The least weasel is not much larger than a mouse. At the other end of the scale, giant otter can measure up to 2.4m (7.9 ft) in total length and sea otters can exceed 45kg. The wolverine can crush bones as thick as the femur of a moose to get at the marrow, and has been seen attempting to drive bears away from their kill. The sea otter uses rocks to break open shellfish to eat. Come along and hear more about this fascinating group of animals. 

NEW MC Programme Autumn 2010/Spring 2011

Below is the NEW syllabus for 2010/11:
2010

Tuesday 28 September
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Weasels to Wolverines: The Story of the Tenacious Carnivores 
Speaker: John Darbyshire, Ecologist, Edinburgh College of Art 
Tuesday 26 October

Mayflies 
Speaker Craig Macadam, Conservation Officer (Scotland), Buglife - The Invertebrate Conservation Trust
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Tuesday 30 November

The Animals of the Cairngorm National Park. 
Speaker:Alan Bantick, SWT Chairman 
Tuesday 14 December

Members Night with Members Talks
2011
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Tuesday 25 January

Kamchatka – Eagles, Bears & Volcanoes. 
Speaker: Kathleen Cartwright
Tuesday 22 February

An Update the Reintroduction of Beavers to Scotland.

Speaker: Simon Jones, Scottish Beaver Trial Project Manager 
Tuesday 29 March 
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Wildlife Conservation on Ailsa Craig 

Speaker:Dr Zonfrillo, University of Glasgow

Tuesday 19 April 
A short AGM followed by talk 
Wildlife of the Gallapagos islands

Speaker: Bob Barr
A pocket sized version of the syllabus will be available at all MC meetings for you to take away.

Falls of Clyde Wildlife Reserve

[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]caxrngggmgu!._



Every spring the Scottish Wildlife Trust at the Falls of Clyde organises a 24/7 Watch to give protection to the nesting peregrine falcons. For the staff and volunteers involved in Operation Peregrine, it is generally pleasant work, noting down the comings and goings of the pair of birds and answering questions for interested walkers who pass through the Hide.  However, this full time surveillance is also absolutely vital for the safety of the birds. Indeed, this year, three of the four chicks being protected on another wildlife reserve had narrowly missed being smuggled out of the country and sold into falconry in the Middle East.  The thief stole them (along with 11 other eggs) from wild birds’ nests in Wales and it was revealed he had committed this type of crime before. He was sentenced to two and a half years’ imprisonment. SWT is delighted to report that the peregrines fostered at the Falls of Clyde have all safely fledged as free, wild birds.

Sightings
Common Darter dragonfly, stinkhorn fungi (and numerous other fungi) peregrine falcon (heard more than seen these days), tree creeper, dipper, grey wagtail, tawny owl, fox, badger, heron, chaffinch, great spotted woodpecker, blue tit, long tailed tit, kingfisher rook, swallow, sand martin, otter.
Fund Raising

We will be holding a bric-a-brac sale at the Lanark Tollbooth and I would like to put out a general call for the following items:

· General bric-a-brac

· Books

· Small donations for tombola stall prizes

· Volunteers to man stalls for 1 hour (10am to 3pm)

Please bring donations to the meeting in September.

Thousands of planning objections lodged with SLC
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More than 20,000 objection letters have been presented to South Lanarkshire Council as protesters continue their campaign to stop a proposed waste incinerator. According to the Dovesdale Action Group leader Paul McGillivray, this highlighted the depth of feeling among communities in the area.
He said: "Individuals will continue to object, as will we as a group. The response we have had is probably beyond our expectations but it is confirmation that our protests are just and ultimately worthwhile. So we will fight on until the decision makers understand that people do not want this."
Environmental watchdogs have listed 15 objections against a controversial waste incinerator.
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The Scottish Environment Protection Agency claims Scotgen has not supplied enough detailed information to planners at South Lanarkshire Council. In letter to council planners from SEPA the watchdog said that there was “A lack of information which would allow it to make any meaningful conclusions relating to impacts on air quality, habitats or human health.” And officials warn they will withdraw their objections only if the company is able to address their concerns “to our satisfaction.” Most of the 15 objections surround the methods and technical data used to present information while some of the data given is said to be contradictory.

First wild beavers born in Scotland

The first beaver kits to be born in the wild for 400 years have been seen in the Knapdale Forest, Mid-Argyll.  Minister for Environment Roseanna Cunningham said: "It's exciting to see these beavers thriving in the Knapdale Forest and producing beaver kits so soon after their reintroduction.” 
The beavers are part of the Scottish Beaver Trial, which is a partnership project between the Scottish Wildlife Trust and the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland. The kits are estimated to be ten weeks old and their sighting marks a positive achievement in the progress of this landmark project. There are currently 4 pairs of beavers living in the wild in Scotland. After the initial release, some beavers died, one disappeared and a few extra individuals have been released. 
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The kits are about the size of a large guinea pig and were born with a full coat of fur, their eyes open and the ability to swim. Older kits within the family may help care for and defend the younger ones but when they reach about two years old they will leave the group in search of their own territory.  Allan Bantick, Chair of the Scottish Beaver Trial Steering Group, was delighted by the news and said: “This is a red letter day for wildlife conservation in Scotland. The birth of kits is a truly significant milestone in the development of the beaver trial and confirms our belief that beavers will thrive in the Scottish environment.”
The Scottish Beaver Trial aims to provide information to determine the feasibility of reintroduction of beavers into the wild across Scotland. Twenty-five European countries have already reintroduced beavers to their wild lands. Beavers were a native species to the UK and were once a common sight before hunting to extinction by man. Beavers are known as a keystone species and bring many benefits to wetland environments and improve habitats for many other animals including invertebrates, birds and otters. 
[image: image2.jpg]



Baby beaver born in Scotland. Photo credit Steve Gardner/Scottish Wildlife Trust

Although the birth of the kits has produced a lot of excitement it is advised that the public avoided the loch edge for the next few weeks to help minimise disturbance while the kits get used to their new environment.
Jail sentence for man who stole peregrine eggs.
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A collaborative effort between the Scottish Wildlife Trust, RSPB and the National Wildlife Crime Unit has led to a happy ending for the chicks which hatched from eggs stolen from nests in Wales as part of an attempt to smuggle them out of the UK. The criminal operation was prevented by authorities at Birmingham airport earlier this year in May.  Jeffrey Paul Lendrum was found with 14 peregrine falcon eggs when he was detained. Lendrum pleaded guilty in Warwick Crown Court for taking the eggs from a wild bird nest in Wales. A former member of the Rhodesian SAS who collected rare peregrine falcon eggs from a mountain in Wales to smuggle them out of the country and sell on the black market in Dubai was jailed for two-and-a-half years yesterday.

Warwick Crown Court was told he had travelled the world to steal and sell rare eggs, adopting risky techniques. In one instance he abseiled off a cliff to reach a nest, while on another occasion he lowered himself from a helicopter[image: image15.jpg]


. Lendrum, wrapped the 14 eggs in socks and strapped them to his chest to keep them warm. But he was caught before he could board his flight, when a cleaner at Birmingham International Airport became suspicious.

He becomes the first person in 19 years to be prosecuted in the UK for attempting to smuggle peregrine falcon eggs out of the country. The court heard that Lendrum, who admitted the charges of theft and trying to export the eggs, had two previous convictions for similar offences in Canada and Zimbabwe. 

The estimated value of the eggs is thought to be around £70,000 on the black market. 

After authorities gained possession of the unhatched eggs, they were passed over to an experienced falconer to tend to and incubate them. The effort saw the successful hatching of 11 peregrine chicks which required a new home. Three of these chicks were fostered by the resident pair of breeding peregrines at the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s Falls of Clyde Wildlife Reserve and Visitor Centre.  This involved abseiling down the gorge-side to add the chicks to the Falls of Clyde nest where all the chicks were lovingly reared and fledging the nest this year.  

Willie Buttery, the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre Manager, said: “Peregrine falcons have strong parental instincts and, thankfully, they also can’t count!  Adding an extra three chicks to their nest did not faze them in the slightest. Within only an hour of relocation, our adult female was on the nest happily feeding all of the chicks there.”

St Kilda's 'super-sized' field mice

Researchers from the University of Edinburgh have begun a study into St Kilda’s super-sized endemic field mice, which can grow up to twice the size of their mainland cousins. The mice weigh up to 50g and have pale-coloured hair on their underbellies. Scientists will spend three years weighing and measuring the mice.
The islands of St Kilda, which lie 41 miles (66km) west of Benbecula in the Outer Hebrides, were abandoned by humans in 1930. Following the evacuation of the human population from St Kilda, field mice migrated from the hills to the abandoned homes and buildings.  Despite the field mice thriving, the change and lack of food resulted in extinction for the island's house mice in only two years.

The researchers will test the theory that as the mice have very little competition or predation, that allows them to get larger and being larger allows them to cope better with the extreme conditions of St Kilda. Part of this will involve investigating the diet of the mice. There is already circumstantial evidence that the mice may predate on the eggs of the Leach’s Storm Petrel, which is of concern since St. Kilda houses 94% of the European breeding population, and which crashed by half between 1999 and 2003 (though predation by avian predators such as the Great Skua or Bonxie is likely to be more important). One wonders how one could manage the Leach’s Storm Petrel population on St. Kilda, given the conservation status of the endemic mice and globally restricted bonxie population.
