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WELCOME

Welcome to the September issue of the monthly bulletin, which contains titbits of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.
Lanark Area Member Centre Autumn Programme
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Don’t forget that the Lanark Area Member Centre autumn programme restarts on Tuesday 30th September with a talk on “Bat and Bat Conservation” speaker Charlie Howe.  As last year the talks start at 7:30pm and are held in St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall at Castlegate, Lanark.
SWT Members: FREE; Non-Members £1
SWT Falls of Clyde Update 

Sightings at the reserve in August included otters, mink, roe deer, badger, fox, mink, field mice, barn owls, a tawny owl, buzzards, wood warblers, chaffinch, blackbird, robin, wren, buzzard, dipper, grey wagtail and this year’s Falls of Clyde juvenile peregrines. Watch out for the beautiful tortoiseshell and peacock butterflies appearing again locally. With autumn approaching berries are now ripening on elder, redcurrant, rowan and wild strawberries.
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The Falls of Clyde Reserve are also running two events in September:

13th September : Bat Walk

20th September : Fungal Foray

Those interested can should book places by either calling Falls of Clyde on 01555 66526 or e-mail postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk to reserve a place. 
Another Poor Year For Bats

Experts fear that bats have endured another poor year in Scotland. This follows on from last year, when adult bats were reported abandoning their young as they struggled to cope with bad weather and find enough food.  The use of pesticides and intensive farming practices have contributed to a reduction in insect numbers which are the bats only food source.  This is coupled with habitat loss such as hedgerows, woodlands and ponds have been credited with a large decline in bat numbers.  It is hoped that a series of events around European Bat Weekend on 30-31 August could prove important in raising the mammals' profile. 
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There are 17 species (8 in Scotland) of bat in the UK, all of which are protected by law because their numbers have decreased so dramatically.   Britain's most common bat, the pipistrelle, is only 4cm long and weighs about 5 grams - less than a 2p coin!  A pipistrelle bat can eat up to 3,000 insects in a night.  There are over 1,100 bat species in the world (accounting for 20% of all mammal species).

If you suspect a bat related crime (such as bats being disturbed or roosts being damaged or destroyed) or if you see someone harming a bat in any way, you should contact your local police station and inform the Wildlife Crime Officer. 

How can you help?

· Improve your garden for wildlife by growing plants that attract insects - there are several websites on this here are just two to try out http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/uk_bats.html http://www.arkwildlife.co.uk/Articles/BatBorder.htm.
· Help to change people’s attitudes to bats. Tell people the facts about bats.

· Make some bat boxes and put them up http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/encouraging_bats.html.
Sea Eagle Chicks Released In Eastern Scotland 
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In mid-August fifteen white tailed sea eagles from Norway were released from a secret location in Fife.  The eagles will be tracked and monitored using radio tags.  This release is part of the East Scotland Sea Eagles project which is a five-year partnership project between RSPB Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage and the Forestry Commission. The reintroduction programme began on the island of Rum in 1975 and today breeding pairs have been established as far south as the Argyll islands and west on the mainland in the Highland district of Lochaber. 

The August introductions of the Norwegian chicks to the east coast is part of the final phase of East Scotland Sea Eagles project programme to establish a population of sea eagles right across Scotland.  Up to 20 young birds from Norway will be released each year for the next three years. Last year eleven of the fifteen released chicks survived and have been seen as far away as Mull. The public are encouraged to report sightings of sea eagles in the East by emailing eastscotlandseaeagles@rspb.org.uk. At present there are around 200 Sea eagles in Scotland mainly in the West Coast. 

Volunteers Clear 300 Bags Of Marine Litter From Remote Knoydart Peninsula

The Knoydart Peninsula is one of Britain's most remote stretches of coastline, but marine litter washes up on the beach constantly. Over the past month beach cleaning volunteers of the Friends of Knoydart and the John Muir Trust have removed over 300 large plastic bags of rubbish from 3.5 kilometres of coastline between Sandaig & Doune on the west of Knoydart.  The litter included:

· Over 200 fish boxes
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Remains of a catamaran 

· Two boat hulls 

· Fishing nets 

· Buoys 

· A wheelie bin 

· A public litter bin 

· One chemical toilet 

· Between forty and fifty oil drums filled with discarded engine oil from fishing vessels. 

· Hundreds of plastic bottles

· A carburettor

· Footballs.

The coast line between Sandaig & Doune is not accessible by road so all of the rubbish has been collated into large piles, to be ferried off by boat in the next few weeks.  The Marine Conservation Society estimates that beach litter has increased by as much as 80% over the past 10 years.  Worldwide, there are an average 46,000 pieces of plastic litter in every square mile of ocean. Globally it is estimated that over a million birds and 100,000 marine mammals die every year from entanglement, or ingestion of plastics. Certain types of plastic are also known to absorb toxic chemicals from their environment, resulting in concentrations up to one million times higher than in ocean water. 
Minister Urges Fishermen To Kill Signal Crayfish On Sight
At the recent Galloway Country Fair, the Environment Minister, Mike Russell made a plea to all fisherman "to kill on sight” any American signal crayfish they come across. Fishermen are also being encouraged to report sightings to the Scottish Government, Fisheries Research Services, Scottish Natural Heritage or the Scottish Environment Protection Agency. The Minister is hoping to recruit anglers to combat the spread of invasive signal crayfish. The signal crayfish has been blamed for eating young fish such as trout and salmon and destroying their natural habitat. Unfortunately the species has become an increasingly common sight in Scotland, particularly at Loch Ken in Dumfries and Galloway. 
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The American signal crayfish was first introduced to waters in England and Wales through fish farms in the 1980’s.  In 1995 the crayfish were first recorded in the catchment of the River Dee in Kirkcudbrightshire, since then, specimens have been found in Scottish ponds, rivers and lochs as far north as Inverness-shire.

Report on the State of the UK's Birds Finds Climate Change Having A Direct Effect
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A recent report on the State of the UK's Birds states that numbers of farmland birds remain about half of what they were in the 1970s, while wintering populations of water birds have risen considerably. The annual report on the State of the UK's Birds is produced by a large body of conservation bodies including the British Trust for Ornithology, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, as well as the government agencies responsible for nature conservation.  It seems that some finches, robins and tits are all laying their eggs earlier and the report suggests this due to warming caused by climate change.  The report reveals that on average, chaffinches are laying nine days earlier than in the 1960s, and robins six days earlier.  Blue tits and great tits are among the other species displaying a phenological shift (the relation between variations in climate and periodic biological phenomena, such as the migration of birds or the flowering of plants).  This shift has been shown to be damaging to some species, as key foods are no longer available when young need them.  For example, in recent years Scottish puffins and terns have seen a dramatic population collapse with drastic declines in prey such as sandeels, a consequence of industrial fishing and climate change. 

Brass From Muck: Plastic Mining In Rubbish Dumps

In the United States plastic waste is being extracted from landfill sites because the value of plastic has risen so rapidly that similar mining operations are being forecast to begin within the next decade in the UK.  Its been estimated that in the UK the 1,500 landfill sites store over 200 million tonnes in. At today's prices of £200 a tonne [image: image8.jpg]


the discarded plastic has a value of about £40 billion.  Alongside plastics are sigificant, quantities of valuable metals, such as copper and aluminium. 
So why has the price of plastic risen so fast? Well, commodity prices (particulary oil and gas) have risen so fast in the past two years that recycled materials such as plastics can be reconstrituted into sheeting and packaging more cheaply than using the raw materials.  This recycling process has the added bonus of producing fewer carbon emissions and also some of these recycled materials have a high calorific value and so can be used as fuel for heat generation.  A further benefit of landfill mining is that once material has been removed from the ground there will then be room to bury more waste. This of course is a double bonus for local authorities who are desperate for landfill space. 
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Landfill sites from the 1980s onwards would be the first to be considered for mining as these sites have high plastic content and good records of what they contain.  In fact it may also become worthwhile to collect the estimated three million tonnes of plastic swirling around the Pacific Ocean. 

Events and Talks

6th September

Clyde Valley afternoon trip.

Organised summer walk by the Hamilton National History Society 
Further Details Contact Michael on 01357 520159
6th September
NNR evening walk, Chatelherault Equestrian Field 
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Time: 7pm - approx 8.30pm 

A year ago Chatelherault became part of the Clyde Valley Woodlands National Nature Reserve. Find out why by accompanying members of the Countryside Ranger Service on an informal dusk woodland walk. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Dress for the weather and bring a torch. Please book in advance with the Countryside Ranger Service on 01698 426213.
13th September
Bat Walk at Falls of Clyde Nature Reserve
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Time: 7-10 PM

Enjoy a gentle woodland stroll and learn about the 5 species of bat on the reserve.

Those interested can should book places by either calling Falls of Clyde on 01555 66526 or e-mail postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk to reserve a place.

14th September
Harvest Home, National Museum of Rural Life 

Time: 10:00 - 17:00

Did you know harvest time is one of the oldest known festivals? Saxon farmers offered the first sheaf of corn to their gods to safeguard next year’s crops. Children will have the chance to flaunt their gardening skills or baking prowess at our Junior Make, Bake and Grow show. They can also show off their pets! Call 0131 247 4377 to register your perfect pet today! With stock judging, a blacksmith demonstration, craft workshops and the Marshall Steam engine, it’s a jam-packed fun-filled day.
14th September
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Water Voles in Airdrie, Central Park 

A chance to see and learn about the rare water vole.

Venue:  Meet Central Park, Airdrie at the junction of Mill Road and South Commonhead Avenue.

Contact:  Paul Baker, Ecologist 01236 780636 and Countryside Ranger Service 01236 422257 
14th September

Food 4 Free in the Kelvin Valley, Auchinstarry 

What have acorns, goosegrass seeds, dandelions and Tetley's all have in common?  They can all be made into great tasting tea! Today's autumn event offers you the chance to observe and collect wild (and free!) foods and drinks from the hedgerows and along canal paths.  Recipe sheets will be available.

Venue:  Meet at Auchinstarry Quarry car park

Contact: Countryside Ranger Service -01236 780636
Special Requirements: Please bring gloves for picking items from thorny bushes and something to carry home your goodies in.

14th September

Bats, Bats, Bats, Strathclyde Country Park 

Learn to use a bat detector to discover the different types of flying mammals that live and feed in Strathclyde Country Park.

Venue: Watersports Centre, Strathclyde Country Park

Contact: Countryside ranger service on 01698 402090

20th September
Fungal Foray at Falls of Clyde Nature Reserve
Time: 7-10 PM

The FOC is famous for its fabulous fungi.  Learn to know your puffballs from your shaggy ink caps. 

Those interested can should book places by either calling Falls of Clyde on 01555 66526 or e-mail postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk to reserve a place.

20th September

Aberdour Castle & Inverkeithing Town Centre (Bus Trip)

Organised summer outing by the Hamilton National History Society 
Further Details Contact Michael on 01357 520159

21st September

Guide to Fungi at Drumpellier, Drumpellier Country Park 

Ideal for beginners, this walk will take you through some of the different habitats in the park, looking at the variety of mushroom and toadstool species found there.

Venue: Visitor Centre, Drumpellier Coutnry Park
Contact:Countryside ranger services on 01236 422257

26th- 29th September

Autumn Treasure Hunt, Chatelherault Country Park 

Start time: 12noon - 4pm. 

Have fun searching for clues in and around Chatelherault that will help you discover where the hidden treasure is buried - winners will be handsomely rewarded! Treasure maps and clue sheets supplied. A fun event for all. 

Especially suitable for 8-12 year olds, or younger if accompanied/assisted by an adult. Small charge will apply to help reimburse the cost of materials. Informal drop in session, no need to book in advance.

 Meet Chatelherault Visitor Centre Reception Desk 

28th September

Salsburgh Moss, Salsburgh Moss 

A practical event to help conserve the moss. Be prepared to get dirty, so bring wellies and work gloves.

Venue: Meet by the Moss main entrance off Carvale Avenue

Contact: Countryside Ranger Service 01236 422257
30th September
Talk: “Bat and Bat Conservation”Time: 7:30pm 

Don’t forget that the Lanark Area SWT Member Centre autumn programme restarts with a talk on “Bat and Bat Conservation” speaker Charlie Howe.  

Venue: St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall at Castlegate, Lanark.
SWT Members: FREE; Non-Members £1
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