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WELCOME

Welcome to the September issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk. 
Fund raiser 
The Lanark Area MC held a street collection in Lanark and at the Lidl store on Saturday 22nd August.  We managed to raise £136.  Combining the street collection monies with the funds raised at the brica-brac sale held in July leaves the MC is a good financial position for the coming year.  A BIG thank you to those who volunteered on the day 

Falls of Clyde Update
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This year’s juvenile male peregrine and the adult female were seen in the gorge near the nest site. Roe deer, mink, fox, otter tawny owl, barn owl, goosander, heron, mallard duck, dipper, grey wagtail, peacock butterfly, pipistrelle and daubenton bats were all seen in August.

Fungi
As we have mentioned in the last few weeks, many types of fungi are appearing in the area. The recent damp, very mild and “muggy” weather has encouraged a lot of new growth from the spores that linger in the earth from year to year. There are two Fungal Forays at the Falls of Clyde this year (19 September and 11 October). Booking is essential as these trips are always popular. 
Peregrine
This year’s young male peregrine has been spotted regularly in the gorge. The adult birds are also seen a great deal so keep a look out next time you visit.
Speckled Wood Butterfly Spotted in Ayrshire
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The rangers at the National Trust for Scotland's Culzean Castle and Country Park recorded the first Ayrshire sighting of a Speckled Wood butterfly.  The butterfly is common throughout much of Europe, but has not been previously recorded on mainland Ayrshire. In Scotland, it is most commonly seen in Argyll. The Speckled Wood (Pararge aegeria) is a medium sized, dark brown butterfly with dappled yellow or white markings on its upper wings and it flies between April and September. The males are normally to be seen along woodland edges, resting in sunny spots between short bursts of flight. The females are less active and spend more time nearer the woodland canopy. 

Autumn/Spring Programme 2009-10

The MC talks start up again this month with Steve Blow our first guest speaker.  Steve will be speaking about the Peregrines at the Falls of Clyde.  As usual all talks start at 7:30pm and are held in St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall at Castlegate, Lanark St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall, Castlegate, Lanark.

The programme of talks for this season is as follows:

Tuesday 29th September: Peregrines at the Falls of Clyde.  

Speaker: Steve Blow, SWT Reserve Manager for the South of Scotland
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Tuesday 27th October: Darwin and Our Native Orchids.
Speaker: Dr Roy Sexton, Botanist
Tuesday 24th November: The Divers Marine Life Rescue.
Speaker: Jo Hedley, BDMLR Assistant Co-ordinator, Edinburgh Region  
Tuesday 15th December: Members Talks & Social.
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Tuesday 26th January: Badgers of Strathclyde.


Speaker: Steve Jackson & Ann McKillop, Strathclyde Badger and Mammal Network
Tuesday 23rd February: Langlands Moss Local Nature Reserve. 
Speaker: John R. Hawell, Senior Countryside Ranger, South Lanarkshire Council
Tuesday 30th March: An Update the Reintroduction of Beavers to Scotland. 
Speaker: Simon Jones, Scottish Beaver Trial Project Manager
Tuesday 27th April: A Short AGM Followed by The Raptors of Loch Lomond. 

Speaker: John Simpson, Central Scotland Raptor Study Group    

The Great Yellow Bumblebee Found Along the Caithness Coast
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One of Britain's rarest bees, the great yellow bumblebee, has been found at its most southerly site in 30 years. In recent years intensive farming practices has caused the decline in the numbers of the great yellow bumblebee.  In the UK, Orkney and the Western Isles now hold the main populations. Happily, the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, has now discovered the species near Lybster, on the east Caithness coast.  This expansion south is thought to be due to a combination of a good summer coupled with conservation efforts by farmers and landowners helping to boost the great yellow bumblebee numbers. 

UK Dolphins Well Travelled 

Sea Watch, the marine research charity, have revealed the UK's two resident coastal populations of bottlenose dolphins are more widely travelled than previously thought. Sea Watch reported that photo-identification surveys over many years around the coast have provided vital evidence in understanding the movements of the two main coastal populations, one of which is off the coast of West Wales in Cardigan Bay, and the other in eastern Scotland, particularly within the Moray Firth. Bottlenose dolphins in the Moray Firth are [image: image6.jpg]


now known to have travelled more than 800 miles to the coast off Galway and Cork.  In total, 28 different species of whales, dolphins and porpoises have been recorded in UK and Irish waters, with 13 species known to live around or regularly visit the UK coast. 
Chris, one of the bottlenose dolphins known from Cardigan Bay. Credit Sea Watch
Events and Talks

6th Sept 

Victorian Fair
Step back in time and enjoy a great family day out. This huge annual event is set to be bigger and better in this year of Homecoming Scotland. There'll be fantastic entertainment including live music, singing, dancing, street theatre, puppet shows, falconry displays, and a bouncy castle. Enjoy the antics of our clowns, magicians and Can Can dancers, plus there'll be many crafts stalls to look round too! Come and enjoy our Victorian Fair for a truly memorable day out. Also look out for the SWT stall!

Time: 12-5pm
Cost: Entrance to the Fair is £5 per car. All proceeds support local charity. Arrive early to avoid disappointment. The Village Square and access road are closed for the Fair. A free wheelchair accessible minibus will run between the car park and village for Blue Badge holders and those who wish to use it.

8th Sept

Evening Bat Walks, National Museum of Rural Life, East Kilbride 

Come along and help monitor wildlife at the farm. Learn from the experts and get a chance to encounter these fascinating creatures. All children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Time: 8.15pm (for 2 hours). 

Free event but booking essential, telephone 0131 247 4369. 
15th Sept

Evening Bat Walks, National Museum of Rural Life, East Kilbride 

See above 

Time: 7.45pm (for 2 hours). 

Free event but booking essential, telephone 0131 247 4369. 

19th Sept
Fungal foray at the Falls of Clyde

Time & Venue: 2-4pm meet at the Falls of Clyde Adult Visitor’s Centre.

Cost: £6.00 conc £3.00 (SWT members half price). Booking essential.

29th Sept
SWT LANARK AREA MC

Peregrines at the Falls of Clyde.  
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Speaker: Steve Blow, SWT Reserve Manager for the South of Scotland

Come along and listen to Steve talk about the Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), a bird of prey that can reach speeds over 322 km/h (200 mph) in a dive, making it the fastest animal in the world.

Time & Venue: 7:30pm at St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall at Castlegate, Lanark St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall, Castlegate, Lanark.
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