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WELCOME

Welcome to the October issue of the monthly bulletin, which contains titbits of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.

SWT Falls of Clyde Update 
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The first tints of autumn are showing on the leaves of the trees on the reserve. A large selection of fungi is now showing throughout Clydesdale. Field mushrooms are prolific – but if picking them to eat, make sure you are completely sure of their identity. Sightings in September included dipper, peregrine, thrush, blackbird, grey wagtails, great spotted woodpecker, kingfisher, badger, fox, pipistrelle and daubenton bats and roe deer. It is expected that in September/October, this year’s young peregrine falcons will leave the Falls of Clyde to search for a territory of their own. Peregrines like to nest on high ledges: cliffs, quarries & church towers. The birds require a surrounding area which supports large numbers of birds for their food supply. So even in a city, if there are plenty of pigeons around, you may well hear of peregrines nesting in a high, safe place nearby. 

A new addition to the visitor centre is the CCTV showing live footage from Corra Linn This camera will enable all visitors to get a chance to view our magnificent falls.

Soaring Success

[image: image2.jpg]


The Scottish red kite population has risen to its highest level in 200 years, with 122 breeding pairs in Scotland and 1,200 pairs across the UK. Red kites were once common all over the British Isles, before widespread killings in Victorian times led to just a few pairs surviving in mid-Wales.  Red kite populations are declining in many other countries such as Germany, France and Spain. The species is now classified as "near threatened" by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), due to its population declines in Europe. Thus, the healthy growth of the UK red kite population since re-introduction began in the late 1980s is increasing the UK's importance for the species globally, with the UK now having a fifth of the world's population. Duncan Orr-Ewing, head of species and land management at RSPB Scotland, attested to this Scottish success story and gave credit to landowners, foresters and farmers who have worked with the RSPB to produce this success story.

BBC’s Landward Highlights SWT’s Loch of the Lowes
Nick Nairn, Sarah Mack and Euan McIlwraith return for a new thirteen part series of the countryside magazine show covering food, farming, wildlife, the environment and outdoor leisure.  This season Landward is charting the Osprey breeding season at the SWT’s Loch of the Lowes reserve. Over the next four weeks the programme will follow the return of the birds after their long migration from West Africa, and provide an insight into their mating, egg-laying, hatching, nurturing and fledging. The series started on Friday 26 September and broadcasts from 19.00 - 19.30 on BBC Two Scotland.

Satellite Tracking of Ospreys and Sea Eagles. 
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In August two osprey chicks started their 3000 mile migration from the RSPB’s Loch Garten's to West Africa for the winter. The two chicks have been travelling at speeds of up to 35mph, and may take four to five weeks to reach their destination. Until that time, people in the UK, Southern Europe and Northern Africa will be able to see whether the birds will pass near them on their way. Now, everyone can have an accurate idea of where these birds winter and how long it takes them to get there. For the latest update on their progress, click http://www.rspb.org.uk/ospreytracking. The RSPB have also set up a website to track two Sea eagle chicks born in 2008 on Mull. Go to http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/tracking/mulleagles/index.asp for the latest news. 

Planning Volunteers - Needed to Help with Highlighting and Responding to Planning Developments

Scottish Wildlife Trust Members Centres have a very important role to play in responding to local planning applications which may put wildlife and/or habitat at risk. The Lanark Area Members Centre covers most of South Lanarkshire and part of North Lanarkshire whilst the Clyde Area Members Centre covers the remainder of South Lanarkshire, plus most of North Lanarkshire and other local authorities in west-central Scotland. Local volunteers have been involved in investigating and responding to planning applications for many years but we have gaps in our network of volunteers. In particular we need volunteers to help in South Lanarkshire and also North Lanarkshire.

Volunteer tasks fall into two categories : Firstly, we need a ‘watchdog’ for each authority who will look through  the planning applications lists published by the local authorities to see if any potential developments may affect sites of wildlife importance. This will normally be every one or two weeks and the easiest place to see the list is on the local authority’s website. The other tasks are to investigate further any potentially-threatening developments to determine the extent of any threat, if any, and help compile information for making any response where required. Full training, help and support will be given. 
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Please note that this is a long-term, ongoing, requirement but we do achieve success in helping to achieve rejection or suitable modification of some threatening developments. You can make a real difference!

The SWT is increasingly being approached by local planning departments and consultants at an early stage of a project requiring an Environmental Impact Assessment, examples being wind-farms and associated power lines

If you would like to know more please contact David Shenton – Tel: 0141 776 5506 or e-mail mailto:david@clydeswt.org.uk
Spoonbills Breed in Scotland
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A pair of spoonbills, usually found in the Mediterranean, have successfully bred, raised and fledged three chicks for the first time in Scotland. The birds are found in Kirkcudbright Bay in Dumfries and Galloway. The birds were discovered by Keith Kirk, a countryside ranger for Dumfries and Galloway Council, after a tip-off from local contact Gary McKie, who runs wildlife watching boat trips into the bay and up the River Dee. There are normally several records of spoonbills in the UK a year, but these are usually non-breeding birds and confined to coastal sites in north west and south west England, and East Anglia. It is expected that the birds will migrate south where they will spend the winter before hopefully returning back to Kirkcudbright to breed again next year.                                                      Spoonbill in Dumfries. Copyright Keith Kirk.
Fungal Foray Fun
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The fungal foray held at the Falls of Clyde Reserve on the 20th September went extremely well with Julia leading a large group.  Many different kinds of fungi were found including magnificent specimens of toadstools, mushrooms and bracket fungi, both edible and inedible.  If any of you to decide to go and forage for yourselves please remember if in doubt, throw it out! Never eat anything from the wild that you are not totally confident in accurately identifying. 
BTO: House Martins Late
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The British Trust for Ornithology proved their own experts wrong through a bird survey launched as part of the World on the Move series (BBC Radio 4).  The results have just been released and show that this spring was not awful for House Martins. It appears that there is very little difference between House Martin numbers in 2007 and 2008. In fact there were increases in the occupancy rate in Northern Ireland and Scotland. Numbers may be a little lower in southern England this year and many birds arrived back late from Africa. For more details on the BTO report go to

http://www.bto.org/survey/special/house_martin/housemartinsurvey2008.htm
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BBC Breathing Places "Wildlife Gardening" Event at FOC. 

On October 25th (11.00am - 4.00pm) the FOC will be taking part in the BBC Breathing Places event with a "Wildlife Gardening" theme. Come to the SWT visitor centre in New Lanark, enjoy the exhibition, see live CCTV from Corra Linn, learn about the importance of bees and collect a voucher for a special visit to New Lanark's new roof garden - for Free! Voucher applies to Oct 25th only. Tours 1.00pm, 2.00pm & 3.00pm.
When Neighbours Attack

Researchers from Leeds University have reported that food shortages on the Isle of May in the Firth of Forth are resulting in seabirds attacking and killing chicks from neighbouring nests.  The shortage of food has forced adult guillemots to leave their chicks unattended to spend much more time finding food than in previous years.  Guillemots make no nest, their single egg is incubated on bare rock, the chick leaves the breeding site about 20 days after hatching accompanied by the male parent. During the breeding season their diet mainly consists of sandeels and sprats. This season researchers witnessed almost half of all chicks unattended at some point during the day, leaving them open to attack by their neighbours. Researchers witnessed chicks being pecked to death or flung from cliff ledges. The birds responsible for [image: image10.jpg]


these attacks are stressed, hungry and determined to stop other chicks from receiving food. If these conditions continue experts are predicting the breakdown of social harmony within long established seabird colonies.
 A guillemot chick being attacked by a neighbouring parent. Kate Ashbrook.
Events and Talks

10th October 
Hamilton Natural History Society 
AGM, followed by 2 short talks, one on Orkney and Shetland and the other on Malawi and Zambia.

Time: 7.30 p.m. in Hamilton Old Parish Church Hall.
As usual non members are welcome to come along.
12th October 

A walk round The NEW Clyde Valley National Nature Reserve.  The walk is a guided 4 miles through Cartland Craigs and Cleghorn Glen.  Our Guide is Martin Twiss from Scottish Natural Heritage and should take 3 - 4 hours.

Please wear waterproof boots and clothing and be aware that the path passes close to very steep drops in one or two places, but is otherwise generally fairly easy walking. Dogs fine, if under control. Children must be supervised by parents/guardians. 

Meet at New Lanark outside the visitors centre (ticket booth) at 10am. 
Cost £3

Numbers are limited so please call 01555 893804 or e-mail mailto:postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk to reserve a place.
12th Oct

Autumn in Viewpark Glen, Viewpark Glen 

Autumn, with its rich hue of colours, is the perfect time of year to explore the countryside.  Accompany the Ranger on this popular walk through Douglas Support, as we explore this part of Viewpark Glen, Binoculars provided.

Venue: Meet at Banyan Playing Fields at the junction of Laburnum Road and Junior Road, Viewpark, Uddingston

Contact: Countryside Ranger Service 01236 422257
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13th Oct - 19th Oct

Boo at the Zoo, Calderglen Conservatory 

Following a spooktacular Halloween Theme, visit the animal keeper to discover some spooky facts about the wonders of the animal kingdom. 

Meet: Calderglen Conservatory, beside the cactus bed 

Start Time: Daily During Conservatory Opening Hours 

14th Oct

Winter Wildlife Workshop, Calderglen Country Park 

Give wildlife a helping hand as winter approaches by making feeders for birds and hibernation homes for beasties. Please book in advance with the Countryside Ranger Service on 01355 236644.

Meet: Calderglen Visitor Centre Courtyard 

Start Time: 2pm till approx 3.30pm

19th Oct

Just passing through..., Barons Haugh 
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Barons Haugh is an essential resting stop for many birds as they migrate for the winter.  Come and see which exciting birds stop here on their long and often perilous journeys south. Children under 16 are welcome, but should be accompanied by an adult.  Please wear suitable footwear and bring clothing appropriate for Scotland's unpredictable climate!

Venue: RSPB Barons Haugh car park

Contact: Ben Mitchell RSPB Community Warden on 07983 593257 or 01698 402090.  Booking essential.

19th October

Mycological Meanders - Mauldlsie Woods, Chatelherault Country Park 
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Wander into the Mauldslie woods, part of the Clyde Valley Woodlands National Nature Reserve, and learn about the importance of fungi as nature's recyclers. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Dress for the weather. 

For more details, and to book in advance please call the Countryside Ranger Service on 01698 426213.

Meet: Chatelherault Country Park reception (due to limited parking space, we will travel to Mauldslie by mini-bus) 

Start time: 2pm (Duration approx 3hrs) 
25th October 

BBC Breathing Places Event - Wildlife Gardening Theme 

Free special tours of the Roof Garden in New Lanark at 1.00pm, 2.00pm and 3.00pm. 

Collect voucher from FOC visitor centre.

Time: 11.00am - 4.00pm
26th Oct

Greenfaulds Orchard Autumn Tasks, Greenfaulds Orchard 

Time to improve the orchard for wildlife by planting trees and wildflowers and by preparing areas for wild creatures to hibernate. Special requirements: wear old, warm clothes, and strong footwear.  Children under 16 should be accompanied by an adult.  In association with Greenfaulds and Luggiebank Community Council.

Venue Greenfaulds Orchard, Cumbernauld.  

Contact: Conservation Officer, Gerry Lewis and Countryside Ranger Service on 01236 780636.

Meet at the end of Ivanhoe Road, near the bowling club, Greenfaulds, Cumbernauld.

28th October 

Lanark Area MC

“Biggar Carbon Neutral” Speaker John Reiley, Carbon Neutral Biggar. 

Venue: St Nicholas Parish Church, Main Hall, Castlegate, Lanark

Talk starts at 7:30pm

Cost: SWT members: free; non-members: £1

29th October

Fungi Features at Dalzell Woods, Dalzell Estate Car Park 

Dalzell woodlands are well known for their rich fungi.  Let's see what's showing on the fungal front.

Venue: Main Car park, Dalzell Park, Motherwell

Contact: Countryside ranger service on 01698 402090
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