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WELCOME

Welcome to the October issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk. 
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Victorian Fair at New Lanark 

Several members of the Lanark Area MC volunteered and manned a stall to promote the SWT. Thank you to those who volunteered on the day: it was a good day for publicising the Trust and member centre.  A special thank you to Alistair and Valerie who not only found fame and made it onto the Gazette pages, but were excellent red squirrels!

Falls of Clyde Update
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Autumn colours are now showing clearly on many deciduous trees, mingling their golds and russets with the brilliance of red and purple berries on the rowan and elder. Swallows are still being spotted in the area although most swallows have now left to fly south. Those who remain are probably this year’s young birds that have missed the mass migration and will now have to make the long journey on their own. Look out for the arrival of fieldfares, redwing and the exotic looking waxwing.

The breeding pair of peregrine falcons are regularly spotted and heard in the gorge but this year’s juvenile will be leaving this month – maybe he has already left? It is sometimes very difficult to distinguish an adult bird from a young bird if you cannot clearly see the yellow colouring (adults) around the beak, eyes and legs. The breast feathers are also lighter and banded on the adults, appearing much browner on a juvenile.

Sightings in September included mallard ducks, peacock butterfly, large bumble bee, tortoiseshell butterfly, roedeer, fox, badger, peregrine falcon, blackbird, chaffinch, goldfinch, greenfinch, wren, thrush, robin, swallow & starling.

Secret of How Insects Smell Revealed
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Scientists at the UK's Rothamsted Research and the University of London carried out a study that has revealed the structure of a protein that shows how insects smell. The protein, found in the antennae of silkworm moths, is involved in their detection of pheromones. X-ray images revealed that the structure of the protein changed when it was bound to a molecule of the moth pheromone, bombykol. From this, the researchers surmised that this protein-pheromone complex triggered the olfactory (or smell) receptor and, in turn, the mechanism that allows the moth to process the odour. By studying this mechanism the scientists hope to develop more effective methods of pest control that are less toxic to other organisms - by directly targeting the pests' sense of smell. 

The protein structure was the 100th to be solved using the UK's Diamond Light Source synchrotron.  The synchrotron generates intense beams of electrons that can be used to probe structures down to the molecular level.  

Geese Extravaganza
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Tens of thousands of pink footed geese are arriving in Scotland from Iceland as part of their annual migration south. This year the migration happened later in the season due to warmer weather conditions in Iceland and adds important data for global warming scientists who believe the later pink footed geese fly over, the warmer our temperatures are.  
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The pink-footed geese have now started to arrive at the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s Montrose Basin Wildlife Reserve just in time for the ever-popular Goose Extravaganza event on Sunday 11 October. The event celebrates the amazing sight and sounds of a morning flight by pink-footed geese taking off above the Montrose skyline from their roost on the Montrose Basin. Upwards of 250,000 geese fly back and forth with the changing seasons and Montrose remains a firm favourite, with geese returning to the area each year, and numbers in this location are expected to peak at over 30,000 this season.

October Talk: Darwin & Our Native Orchids

On Thursday 12 February, we celebrated 200 years since Charles Darwin, one of the world's most creative and influential thinkers, was born. Darwin200 is a national programme of events honoring his scientific ideas and their impact. Many celebrations took place during 2009 and will continue until 24 November 2009, the 150th anniversary of the publication of his famous book, On the Origin of Species.[image: image6.jpg]


 The MC is taking part in these celebrations with the talk this month being entitled “Darwin & Our Native Orchids” our guest speaker being Dr Roy Sexton. Roy is a retired botanist and is Chairman of the SWT Sterling Member Centre. As usual all talks start at 7:30pm and are held in St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall at Castlegate, Lanark (See below).
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Great Trossachs Forest Project 

This month the Great Trossachs Forest, a project to recreate ancient native woodland that covered central Scotland thousands of years ago, was officially launched. The forest is being created by the Scottish Forest Alliance, a partnership between Forestry Commission Scotland, Woodland Trust Scotland, RSPB Scotland and BP. 
The new forest will cover 166 sq km and create 4400 hectares of woodland. The project will see the creation of more than 10,000 hectares of specific habitat types, including moorland, wetland and grassland in addition to the 4,400 hectares of new woodland. Tree planting in patches of woodland from Loch Lomond to Callander has already begun. 
More information can be found at www.scottishforestalliance.org.uk/
Events and Talks
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09 October 2009 - Thu, 09 September 2010

Garden Detectives
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What lurks at the bottom of your garden? See the natural world through the eyes of detective. Delve into hedges, take a peek in the shed and unearth wonders from the flower beds and pond! Explore habitats, study food chains, track animals and discover what they get up to while you’re asleep! Inspired by the work of Charles Darwin on his 200th birthday, Garden Detectives turns the ordinary into the extraordinary. Take a larger than life look at plants and flowers. Learn fascinating facts about nature and experience all the sounds and smells of a real garden without getting your hands dirty. With interactive exhibits and real live specimens, this is your chance to be a nature detective. Take home new skills and investigate your own garden and local environment. Darwin 200 is a national programme of events celebrating Charles Darwin’s scientific ideas and their impact on society. Cost included in museum admission. Telephone: 0131 247 4369

Location: National Museum of Rural Life, East Kilbride
Open daily 10am - 5pm
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11 October 

Fungal foray at the Falls of Clyde

Time & Venue: 2-4pm meet at the Falls of Clyde Adult Visitor’s Centre.

Cost: £6.00 conc £3.00 (SWT members half price). Booking essential.
[image: image11.jpg]


14 October

Feed the Birds

To prepare for this annual RSPB event, make bird feeders to help wildlife survive in your garden over the winter. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Location: Calderglen Country Park and Langlands Moss Nature Reserve, East Kilbride
Time: 2:00 pm

17 October 

Visit to the Garden of Speculation
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A rare opportunity to visit the amazing garden of renowned architect Charles Jencks and his late wife Maggie Keswick (founder of the Maggie’s Cancer Care Centres). The Garden of Cosmic Speculation is inspired by a range of scientific and mathematical concepts revealed through a breathtaking series of landscapes, sculptures and water features. Numbers limited and advance booking essential. Not suitable for young children. Stout shoes and suitable clothing required. Ticket price includes transport and a donation to the charity Maggie’s Centres.

Location: Corn Exchange, High Street, Biggar
Price: £15

Time:  9:00am
Departs Corn Exchange 9am, return mid-afternoon

24 October 

Watch the Birdie in Autumn
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A special full day bird-watching training course specifically aimed at adult beginners. This is a new venture and is being run in conjunction with the British Trust for Omithology. The course offers theoretical and practical guidance to the joys of bird-watching, with special emphasis on autumn and wintering birds, especially wetland birds e.g. wildfowl etc. Hopefully your bird-watching skills would then lead on to helping us monitor and record what's going on in the birdie world for the Winter Atlas. Come and give it a try, and maybe meet some like-minded friends. What have you got to lose?! Dress for the weather and bring a notebook and binoculars (if you have a pair). Lunch is provided free of charge.  We look forward to welcoming you. Please book in advance with Robin Anderson (British Trust for Ornithology). Telephone: 01698 426213
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Location: Chatelherault Country Park

Time:  10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Tuesday 27th October 

SWT LANARK AREA MC

Darwin and Our Native Orchids.

Speaker: Dr Roy Sexton, Botanist Time & Venue: 7:30pm, St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall at Castlegate, Lanark
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