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LANARK AREA MEMBER CENTRE BULLETIN

ISSUE 33: NOVEMBER 2010

WELCOME

Welcome to the November issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin 2010, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc. I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.
Lanark Area Member Centre Talk

Tuesday 30th November

The Animals of the Cairngorm National Park
Allan Bantick, Chairman of the Scottish Wildlife Trust

Held in St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall, Castlegate, Lanark, at 7.30 pm.

The Cairngorms National Park is Britain's largest National Park at 3800 sq kilometres in area, that’s 40% larger than the Lake District and twice the size of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs. The Park includes four of Scotland's 5 highest mountains and contains the largest area of arctic mountain landscape in the British isles. The National Park is home to 25% of the UK's threatened bird, animal and plant species. The National Park is home to a wide variety of animals - including Scottish Crossbill, pine martens, red squirrels, badgers, wildcats, water vole, and otters. So, come along and hear Alan Bantick speaking to us about the animals of this special place.
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Photo from Cairngorm Wildlife
Tuesday 14th December
Members’ Night, Lanark Area MC
We’re looking for Members to bring along their slide shows: aim for 10-15 minutes. Last year we had talks on Assynt, Galapagos, the Isle of May and subtropical Japan. Please send details to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.
Other local news
SWT Falls of Clyde News

Note that work on Bonnington Bridge has resumed, such that it will be closed from November 1st to 22nd, so there will be no pedestrian access across the gorge at that point.

The Reserve is in the midst of autumn at the moment with beautiful fall colours. The leaves that fall into the river are pounded by three huge waterfalls on the Falls of Clyde Reserve. This mashed up vegetation produces a foam which floats downstream: it is not pollution, rather a natural process.

Sightings include: badger, fox, hare, bats (pipistrelle and Daubenton’s), otter, mink, rabbit, fieldmouse, large spiders coming into local houses, long tailed tit, great tit, peregrine falcon, starling, blackbird, chaffinch, great spotted woodpecker, thrush and dipper.

Upcoming  Buglife talk at Chatelherault
“Scottish Invertebrate Conservation”
the auditorium at Chatelherault Country Park, Hamilton at 14:00 on Saturday 27th of November
All welcome, and the talk is free. However booking is essential before the 26th of November. To book contact Chris Cathrine on 01786 447504 or e-mail Chris Cathrine Chris.Cathrine@buglife.org.uk. 
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Other News

Undesirable wildlife reaches Orkney

Non-native stoats on Orkney are being live-trapped in order to stop them spreading and predating on local wildlife. It is unknown how they reached Orkney but possibilities include accidentally via farm produce, or even deliberate release to keep down the rabbit population. Until this year there were no recordings of stoat on the islands. Since stoats typically feed on small mammals and birds, their effect on the Orkney wildlife is potentially devastating. Potential prey include the Orkney vole, which is not only an Orkney endemic, but is an important food source to hen harriers. The trapped stoats will be transferred to the SPCA Wildlife Rescue Centre in Dunfermline, after which they will be released into more appropriate locations in mainland Scotland.
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Photo from Glenlivet Estate

Corkscrew seal deaths caused by boats

In the last two years 30 dead grey and harbour seals have washed up onto the east coast of the UK, particularly the Tay and Forth estuaries with mysterious injuries. Each carcass has a single, smooth edge wound which starts at the head and spirals around the body.
Workers at the Sea Mammal Research Unit at the University of St. Andrews have ruled out claims that these injuries were caused by sharks, orcas, or were the work of malicious and deliberate mutilation or illegal traps. Instead, the team have concluded that the injuries “are entirely consistent with the animals being sucked through large ducted propellers”. However, it is still not understood why the seals would place themselves at risk of being sucked into these propellers in the first place. Currently the SMRU is keeping an open mind about the possibility that these types of injuries may be more widespread.
Water voles doing well at Quinag
Aberdeen University researchers have discovered that water vole numbers are increasing at the Quinag property of the John Muir Trust, in Assynt. This is in stark contrast to the national situation, where they have suffered huge declines. Elsewhere, predation by invasive American mink, compounded by habitat loss, has led to a 96% decrease in numbers in 60 years. Because of this, voles are classed as a priority species under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. They are very shy mammals, and actual sightings are rare, but signs such as burrows and piles of droppings are often seen along stream banks. If the sites turn out to be occupied, researchers trap the voles in order to collect more detailed information on the animals. This will help in deciding how the habitat can be improved to promote native biodiversity around Quinag. 
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Photo from BBC
Controlling alien crayfish with eels
Loch Ken in Dumfries and Galloway has seen native fish stocks suffer as a result of invasion by American signal crayfish – a five-month government-funded trapping programme in 2009 caught and destroyed three-quarters of a million crayfish. Signal crayfish were introduced to English and Welsh waters via fish farms, and were first recorded in Scotland in the catchment of the Dee in Kircudbrightshire in the mid 90’s. However, European eels are a natural predator to young crayfish, and plans are being developed to boost eel numbers in order to control the number of signal crayfish in the Loch.
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Photo from BBC

Cairngorms NP gets bigger!
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Glenlochsie lodge and burn, J. Newton

The Cairngorms National Park has been extended southwards to include parts of northern Perthshire, including Blair Atholl, Killiecrankie and Glenshee. These changes mean that the park area has increased by a fifth, and the whole park covers about 6% of Scotland.
Shetland discovery is small fry
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Picture by divers R Shucksmith and R. Hope 

Guillet’s goby (Lebetus guilleti) is Europe’s smallest marine fish, and was discovered by two Shetland divers off the coast at Lunna. This goby only grows to a maximum of 24 mm and is extremely rare. First described as a species in 1971, the only sightings have been four off the English coast, with other records from the Mediterranean and the Kattegat. However this is the first sighting in Scotland, and therefore extends the known range northward by 225 km. Very little is known about Guillet’s gobies – their small size and the fact that they prefer shelly sands or maerl in shallow coastal waters make them very difficult to see and may therefore have been overlooked. The species is sexually dimorphic: although both males and females are mottled-buff-coloured, the male differs by having a bright blue and orange striped second dorsal fin. The fact that pairs of Guillet’s gobies were discovered by the divers, with the females appearing to be swollen with eggs, suggests that the Shetland coastal waters provide a breeding area for the species. Given their range must surely encompass all British waters, divers and scientists are being encouraged to look out for these small fish as part of their work, in order to develop a clearer picture about their biology and distribution.
