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WELCOME

Welcome to the November issue of the monthly bulletin, which contains titbits of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.
Clyde Valley Woodlands National Nature Reserve Walk
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In mid-October the member centre’s guided walk through the new Clyde Valley Woodlands National Nature Reserve took place.  Martin Twiss from Scottish Natural Heritage kindly guided the walk starting at Cartland Craigs along Cleghorn Glen.  We were lucky enough to have warm weather and a good time was had by all.  Martin explained the history of the reserve and guided us through the ecology of the area.   At the start of the walk we got an amazing view over the valley below and due to previous wet weather, throughout the walk we saw many fungi.  John Young took some photos of fungi during the walk including what are possibly Milking Bonnet and Funeral Bell which are featured below. Perhaps one of our readers could correct me if this is wrong? 
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Milking Bonnet – J Young


 Funeral Bell – J Young
SWT Falls of Clyde Update 
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The reserve is looking particularly attractive this time of year with trees producing a wonderful colouring. Sightings in October included thrush, blackbird, robin, great spotted woodpecker, long-tailed tit, mallard duck, swan, heron (overhead, several times) rook, crow, jackdaw, wood pigeon, grey squirrel, fox and badger.  In November look out for roe deer growing their greyish-brown winter coat and the males in the group shedding their antlers. Some native birds start flocking together at this time of year. Blue tits, great tits, long-tailed tits, starlings adopt this "safety in n umbers" approach. Also, other birds coming to vacation over winter, such as redwings and fieldfares are starting to arrive. 



Autumn Leaves – JA Newton
Donald Trump’s £1bn golf resort plan on an Aberdeenshire SSSI has been approved. 
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The Scottish Government has decided to grant outline planning permission for the application by Trump International Golf Links Scotland to develop a golf resort at Balmedie, Aberdeenshire, subject to satisfactory conclusion of legal agreements between the applicant and Aberdeenshire Council.  Trump's plan to build two golf courses, as well as hundreds of homes, at Menie was approved by the Executive in early November. First Minister Alex Salmond hailed the news, citing 6,000 possible jobs. Finance Secretary John Swinney backed Trump’s scheme after a public local inquiry and ordered that no more than 500 private homes be built on the site. He said the Trump Organisation would need to make sure sand dunes and wildlife on the estate at Menie were properly protected. However, groups including SWT, SNH and RSPB Scotland opposed the project due to plans to build part of a course on sensitive sand dunes classified as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Jonny Hughes, Head of Policy at the Scottish Wildlife Trust said:” The Scottish Wildlife Trust is extremely disappointed about this decision. We have stood alongside RSPB as well as the Scottish Government’s own conservation advisors (Scottish Natural Heritage) and the many concerned members of the local community in demanding that the Government assesses the development not only on its economic merits, but also on the considerable detrimental environmental impacts. This is a huge blow for the environment and sustainable development. The crazy thing is that there could easily have been both golf and environmental protection at Menie. Instead, Government Ministers have failed to deliver the sustainable part of their professed central purpose of ‘sustainable economic growth’. This decision will mean needless destruction to a unique and nationally important site.
The Scottish Wildlife Trust is now seeking clarification on the position and value of designated protected areas, as despite the site being of SSSI status this failed to prevent unsuitable development taking place on a habitat of conservation importance. We await a copy of planning approval conditions and to find out if the Government has made any concessions to the environment as part of these.” 
If you would like to read more please go to http://www.swt.org.uk/Trump-Development/

SWT to keep Loch of the Lowes open over winter this year
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This will be the first time the Perthshire reserve has been kept open throughout the year. Visitors can watch wildlife such as red squirrels, roe deer, pine martens, brambling and spotted woodpeckers. The reserve has three hides and through the visitor centre's viewing window small birds like chaffinches and siskins can be easily spotted feeding at the bird tables. These and other feeding stations are also monitored by CCTV cameras and these are also transmitted onto the web. If you’re thinking of taking a jaunt into Perthshire why not drop by the Loch of Lowes centre for one of their pine marten viewing evenings which run until December. 


Siskin on feeder – JA Newton
A record number of osprey chicks fledged in borders
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This breeding season in the Borders eight resident osprey pairs raised a record brood of 18 osprey chicks, all of which are now on their way to winter in Africa. This represents an increase of 11 successfully reared chicks on the previous year. The Forestry Commission Scotland have viewing centres near Peebles run by Kailzie Gardens and RSPB Scotland where visitors can enjoy watching some of the birds on CCTV cameras. The twin osprey watch centres at Glentress Forest and Kailzie Gardens will be open again from Easter 2009 for what is hoped to be another great osprey year. 
Ospreys at Loch of Lowes – JA Newton
Big Mouth No Voice Campaign 
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On 1 October SWT, with other Scottish Environment LINK members, handed over 4,000 Big Mouth No Voice petitions for healthy Scottish seas to Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment, Richard Lochhead to mark the end of the consultation on Scotland’s Marine Bill. SWT is campaigning as a member of Scottish Environment LINK to ensure that Scotland’s Marine Bill is effective and has the environment at its heart. 
Petitions handed into Executive 

 SWT

We need a bill that includes: 
· more legal protection for Scotland’s marine wildlife and a new network of Marine Protected Areas; 

· an effective new Marine Planning system for Scotland’s seas; 

· a new marine authority, ‘Marine Scotland’, to take charge of planning, licensing and enforcement at sea; 

· a set of Scottish Marine Ecosystem Objectives to ensure that human activities do not damage the environment but allow it to recover.
It is vital that the Scottish and UK Governments work closely together to ensure that a Scottish Marine Bill for Scottish waters complements the UK Marine Bill. 

For an in-depth look at the Marine Bill campaign across Scotland check out the Scottish Environment LINK Marine Task Force at http://www.savescottishseas.org/video/index.php
Huge decline in seal populations

New research on seal populations by the Sea Mammals Research Unit (SMRU) at St Andrews University has shown a dramatic decline in seal numbers. In the worst [image: image11.jpg]


affected areas, such as the Orkney Islands, the number of common seals are falling by 10% a year, and have dropped by as much as half in the past six years. Along the Argyll coast, from Oban to the Mull of Kintyre, the numbers fell by a quarter last year. Scotland has internationally-important populations of harbour and grey seals in its waters comprising 90% of UK seal populations.  

This new research indicates that the entire population has had a large decline in breeding. Researchers are worried that the population fluctuations are very large, and it is not known whether these are natural fluctuations where numbers may recover, or whether there are more serious underlying causes.  Although a number of different factors are thought to be responsible for the decline in seal numbers, the unnecessary shooting of seals is clearly an important issue. The existing Conservation of Seals Act 1970 is seen by conservation groups to be ineffective and unenforceable, allowing seals to be shot even when they are pregnant or with dependent pups. Advocates for Animals is calling on the Scottish Government to use its upcoming new Marine Bill to introduce full legal protection for seals.  Advocates for Animals' “Look Out for Seals” campaign is asking the Scottish Executive for an end to the killing of any seals in Scottish waters under its upcoming new Marine Bill and introduce full legal protection for seals.  If you would like to support the campaign please go to http://www.lookoutforseals.org
Events and Talks
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14th Nov 7.30pm

Hamilton Natural History Society

Rights of Way. Speaker: Alan Bannister, Access Development Officer, South Lanarkshire Council.
Venue: Session Room of Hamilton Old Parish Church, Leechlee Road, Hamilton
16th Nov

Discover Barons Haugh and Dalzell Estate, Barons Haugh 

Autumn is drawing to a close down at Barons Haugh and the ancient woods of Dalzell Estate. Come and join us on a guided walk to enjoy the last of the season.
Venue: Barons Haugh car park

Contact: Ben Mitchell RSPB Community Warden on 07983 593257 or 01698 402090.  Booking essential.

Children under 16 are welcome, but should be accompanied by an adult.  Please wear suitable footwear and bring clothing appropriate for Scotland's unpredictable climate!

16th Nov

Visit North Lanarkshire's Country Parks, Strathclyde Country Park 

[image: image13.jpg]


North Lanarkshire is blessed with having not one or two, but three Country Parks on your doorstep. Visit each one to discover the similarities, and the unique appeal of Drumpellier, Palacerigg and Strathclyde. 
Venue: Meet at Watersports Centre, Strathclyde Country Park.

Contact: Countryside Ranger Service, Strathclyde Country Park on 01698 402090.

Special requirements: Booking essential, places limited on minibus. Bring a packed lunch. 


Swans at Strathclyde Country Park – J Newton
25th November 7.30pm
Lanark Area Member Centre

Talk: RSPB Reserve Barons Haugh.  Speaker: Ben Mitchell, RSPB Community Warden 
Venue: St Nicholas Parish Church, Main Hall, Castlegate, Lanark

SWT members: free; non-members: £1
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Baron’s Haugh is an important community nature reserve on the edge of Motherwell which has been managed since 1983 by the RSPB. The site comprises 107 hectares of richly varied habitats. The main water body (20 hectares) is controlled by a sluice enabling waterfowl to nest in safety and also areas of mud to be exposed for passage waders. The other habitats include marshland, woodland, meadows, parkland, areas of scrub and a section of the River Clyde.  We are lucky to have Community Warden Ben Mitchell to come and speak to us about the reserve, which is nationally important for its numbers of wintering Whooper swans and breeding Gadwall, is a well know site for passage waders and hosts an excellent bird spectacle at all times of year.

30th November 

On St Andrew’s day the Scottish Wildlife Trust will be allowing FREE entry to its three nature reserves at Falls of Clyde, Montrose Basin & Loch of Lowes for all those who have registered for the People's Postcode Lottery. Simply present your copy of the Postcode News at any of the three visitor centres and enjoy a truly wild experience.

Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre & Wildlife Reserve, New Lanark

Enjoy spectacular gorge-side views and find out about bats and badgers at the visitor centre with hands-on fun with a bat booth and “touch and smell” activities.

Loch of the Lowes Visitor Centre & Wildlife Reserve, Dunkeld

Red squirrels, woodland birds and pine martens are seen from the viewing window. Interactive displays tell the story of the wildlife on the reserve.

Montrose Basin Visitor Centre & Wildlife Reserve, Angus

The Basin is a favourite destination for thousands of birds from eider ducks to pink-footed geese. Fun kid’s areas and activities show why the mud here is so important to the wildlife.
PAGE  
4

