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Hebridean & Clyde Ferries



Welcome to the November issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk. 
REQUEST FOR HELP

We are looking for a short (10-15 minute) talk from members for the Christmas social.  This can be about anything to do with wildlife e.g. a recent holiday. All that is really required is lots of wildlife pictures!  Anyone interested please contact Josanne at postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk
Falls of Clyde Update
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Look out for the arrival of fieldfares, redwing and the exotic looking waxwing. There has been a mass influx of Redwings in the North of Scotland this weekend. A few groups of Fieldfare in amongst them as well. 
Sightings in October included mallard ducks, roedeer, fox, blackbird, chaffinch, goldfinch, greenfinch, wren, thrush, robin, & starling.
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SWT Gifts
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Looking for something different this Christmas?

Visit Willie and Cherry at Falls of Clyde Visitors Centre, where you will find an exciting range of quality wildlife themed gifts to suit all ages. Including Children’s toys, glassware, honey products, soaps, wood carvings and calendars.
All members receive a 10% discount off all retail goods on presentation of their membership card and all profits stay with Scottish Wildlife Trust. 
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Ross-shire number 1 for Daubenton’s bat
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In 2008 the River Conon in Ross-shire was found to be the number one spot in Scotland for the Daubenton's bat. The River Conon is one of 165 Scottish sites regularly monitored by the Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) for the bat. The BCT is presently collating 2009's figures and expects to release the results early next year. 
Daubenton's Bat is a medium sized species typically 45 to 55 mm long, with an average wingspan of 240 to 275 mm. Daubenton's Bat weighs between 7 and 15 grams. Daubenton's Bats can live for up to 22 years. The bat's fluffy fur is brownish grey on the back and silvery grey on the underside. Juveniles have darker fur than adults. The bats have reddish pink faces and noses, but the area around the eyes is bare. When the bat is agitated, the ears are held at right angles. 
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The Daubenton's Bat is found throughout Britain, Europe, and as far as Japan and Korea. The bat is mostly found in woodlands and always chooses roosts close to water sources such as rivers or canals. Daubenton's bats often fly within a few centimetres from the water surface to take insects. The BCT said they had been seen taking prey directly from the water using their large feet or the tail membrane as a scoop. 
Summer colonies are formed in underground caves, tunnels, cellars, mines, and underneath bridges. These colonies are also always near water. Daubenton's Bat also hibernates in the same type of locations from September to late March or April.

The BCT have 1,000 volunteers to help their National Bat Monitoring Programme. If you would like to become one of the volunteers who count bats for the National Bat Monitoring Programme go to the following website http://www.bats.org.uk
234 young red kites fledge in Scotland 
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Red kites have reached a 150 year high in Scotland, after a hugely successful twenty-year reintroduction programme by RSPB Scotland and Scottish Natural Heritage around the country. Red kites are sociable raptors with six foot wing spans and distinctive forked tails, and are mainly scavengers. Once common all over the British Isles, widespread killing of the birds in Victorian times led to less than 50 pairs surviving in mid-Wales by 1989, when the bird was reintroduced to the Black Isle North of Inverness, and the Chilterns in Southern England. Since 1989, the bird of prey has been reintroduced in four parts of Scotland, with a minimum of 149 Scottish pairs fledging 234 young in 2009. The population in Central Scotland continued to rise from 45 breeding pairs in 2008 to 55 in 2009, with 74 chicks fledged. 
Researchers start population study of St Kilda field mouse
Researchers from the University of Edinburgh are to carry out a three-year study into the habits and lifecycle of the St Kilda field mouse. The St Kilda field mouse is generally twice as heavy as the mainland field mice, grey in colour, has longer hair and a longer tail. Two kinds of mice used to be found on St Kilda. Both were subspecies of the mainland house mouse and [image: image11.jpg]


wood mouse respectively. They were probably brought to St Kilda by Norsemen. Like many animals which have become isolated, they evolved to be different from their ancestors, in this case larger.  
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The St Kilda house mouse was dependent on the presence of people, as it fed on grain and other human commodities. With the evacuation of the people in 1930, its source of food was lost; it died out and only exists as specimens in museum collections. The St Kilda field mouse is still common on Hirta and is also present on Dun. It was never so dependent on people, which probably explains its survival. It feeds on snails, insects, moss and seeds, but will also feed on the carcasses of dead sheep, birds and any apples.
Golden eagles spared wind farm threat
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Scottish Ministers have refused the proposed 14 turbine Stacain wind farm near Inverary in Argyll and Bute due to the unacceptable potential effects on golden eagles, a decision very much welcomed by RSPB Scotland. Argyll and Bute Council were initially minded to approve the application, but due to the wider environmental implications, Scottish Ministers called-in the application for their own determination and have refused the proposal in line with the recommendations of the Scottish Government Reporter following the public local inquiry. 

Destructive mauve stinger jellyfish spotted off Mull’s coast 
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While fishing a member of the public reported encountering thousands of the ‘blood red' jellyfish west of Ardmore Point to The Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trust (HWDT). HWDT forwarded the report to the Marine Conservation Society (MCS) who coordinate a national jellyfish survey. The presence of the mauve stinger jellyfish (Pelagia noctiluca) has now been confirmed off the North West coast of Mull. 

The jellyfish is similar to the lion's mane and moon jellyfish, but unlike these common UK coastal species, Pelagia noctiluca is an oceanic species. As an oceanic species it has direct development rather than a polyp phase on the seabed. Therefore the populations can reproduce rapidly when their plankton food is in plentiful supply, as it can be in coastal seas, which tend to be more productive than oceanic waters.

The jellyfish was last seen in the area in 2007 when it caused widespread damage to fish farms through out the area and further afield. MCS stated that this was not an isolated case and most recently large numbers have washed ashore on Fair Isle and at Reef Beach on the Isle of Lewis. This is in fact the third consecutive year that the jellyfish has been sighted. The [image: image15.jpg]


small but destructive mauve stinger can cause serious economic problems, affecting aquaculture and the tourism industry through beach closures and unsafe bathing water. 

MCS are urging the public to help record these jellyfish swarms; anyone who encounters a jellyfish to download a free identification guide and report the jellyfish to the MCS online survey on the website http://www.mcsuk.org/marineworld/turtles/jellyfish+survey
Events and Talks

13th November
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The History of Caledonian MacBrayne 
Speaker: Ian McCrorie

Location: Hamilton Natural History Society

Venue: Session Room of Hamilton Old Parish Church, Leechlee Road, Hamilton

Time: 7:30pm
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22nd November

Bird Count at Calderglen Country Park and Langlands Moss Nature Reserve

In support of the RSPB's Big Garden Bird Watch in January, learn how to encourage birds into your garden, how to help them survive and how to record their activities throughout the year. Most suitable for children over the age of 8. Children welcome but must be accompanied by an adult. Dress for the weather. 

Please book in advance with the Countryside Ranger Service Phone 01355 236644 
Location: Chatelherault Country Park
Time: 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
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Tuesday 24th November
SWT LANARK AREA MC

The Divers Marine Life Rescue.

Speaker: Jo Hedley, BDMLR Assistant Co-ordinator, Edinburgh Region  
The British Divers Marine Life Rescue is an organisation dedicated to the rescue and well-being of all marine animals in distress around the UK. BDMLR are a network of trained and professional marine mammal medics who respond to callouts from the general public, HM Coastguard, the Police and RSPCA.  BDMLR is a registered charity and is operated entirely by volunteers and rescue teams are on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  Come along and hear more about the work of BDMLR.

Time & Venue: 7:30pm, St Nicholas Parish Church Main Hall at Castlegate, Lanark
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24th November 
Bird-watching for Adult Beginners 

Last of a series of six bird-watching sessions spread throughout the year. Each session is designed to assist people that are new to bird watching- giving hints, tips and practical advice on how to get started. The emphasis of today's session is to take another look at winter migrants. Come dressed for the weather and bring your binoculars with you if you already have a pair. Please book in advance with the Countryside Ranger Service on 01355 236644
Location: James Hamilton Heritage Park 
Time: 9.30am (duration approx 2 hours)
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