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LANARK AREA MEMBER CENTRE BULLETIN
ISSUE 27: MAY 2010

WELCOME

Welcome to the May issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin 2010, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc. I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.  

Local Events Diary
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Peregrine viewing
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Dates: Monday, 29 March 2010 - Friday, 25 June 2010
Time: 10:00AM - 8:00PM
Location: Falls of Clyde
Contact: Willie Buttery 01555 665262.

Type: Wildlife Viewing / Watch
Description:
Experience the closest views in the UK of nesting peregrine falcons, the fastest creatures on the planet. Watch from only 50 metres as life unfolds in front of you. Hear the never-forgotten call of these amazing birds of prey. The Falls of Clyde peregrines are justly famous, you must see them. If you are unable to visit the nest site call into the SWT Visitor Centre where you can watch on CCTV.

Additional Info:
Meet at Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre
Badger watches
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Dates: Wednesday, 5 May 2010

Date: Tuesday, 11 May 2010

Saturday, 15 May 2010 Family Badger Watch

Saturday, 22 May 2010
Saturday, 29 May 2010  Family Badger Watch

Location: Falls of Clyde
Contact: Willie Buttery 01555 665262 for start time & to book.
Type: Wildlife Viewing / Watch
Cost: £8 (Child £4)
Description:
An evening stroll through ancient woodland experiencing the sights, scents and sounds of wildlife at dusk. Your ranger will guide you to the best place to have the chance to view completely wild badgers emerging from their sett. Using hand-held detectors, discover some of the many types of bat living on the nature reserve. There's even a chance to glimpse foxes, owls, deer and if you're really lucky, the otters! 

Additional Info:
Meet at Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre

Wildlife and history of lower slopes of Ben Lomond
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Date: Saturday, 15 May 2010
Time: 11:00AM 
Contact: Ruth Llewelyn 0141-5762151
Type: Guided walk

Additional Info:
Meet at NTS Ben Lomond
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Knapdale - home of the Scottish beavers
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Date: Tuesday, 25 May 2010
Time: 11:30AM
Location: Knapdale Habitats Partnership Area
Contact: David Shenton 0141 776 5506
Type: Guided walk

Additional Info:
Knapdale, near Crinan. Meet at Barnluasgan Visitor Centre, east side of B8025 approx 1 mile SW of Bellanoch, near Crinan. OS Map 55, grid ref. NR790911
Falls of Clyde Update
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Sightings included peregrine, dippers, goosanders, sand martins, swallows, wagtails, blackbird, yellow hammer, chaffinch, goldfinch, greenfinch, great tit, blue tit, fieldfare, carrion crow, rook, jackdaw, rabbit, badger and fox.  The otters have not been seen for a while but, out there on the Clydesdale riverbanks, there are many healthy groups of otters going about their business.

It is around now that young badgers and fox cubs venture out from the security of [image: image29.jpg]


their homes, giving the cubs a chance to become a little more independent from their parents.  Falls of Clyde badger watches start on 29th April this year.

A peregrine’s nest (eyrie) is not made of moss or twigs, it is a scraped out depression in the earth, usually high up on a cliff-side or roof top. It is common for a peregrine to lay up to four eggs. In 2002 and 2006 the full clutch of four eggs hatched and all four chicks fledged safely. This year the peregrine falcons are sitting on a clutch of at least three eggs. 

At about 7pm on Friday another peregrine was spotted near to the eyrie. The intruder circled overhead for about 20 minutes and caused both adults to become distressed and aggravated. First the falcon left the eyrie and chased the intruder around, swooping at it in a tree and only just missing it. She then returned to the nest, although was still calling loudly. The tiercel then chased it, eventually forcing it out of the gorge and pursuing it downstream.
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CCTV is also bringing live pictures from the eyrie into the S W T visitor centre in New Lanark. Both the male and female peregrines share the tedious but essential chore of keeping the eggs warm and protected. While one of the pair stays on the nest, the other goes off hunting to bring in vital food bringing in prey mainly consisting of wood pigeon, fieldfare and starling.  There are still opportunities for any volunteers who would like to help out with the 24 hour protection of the eyrie.
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General Election candidates tell SWT their priorities for nature

SWT has contacted candidates standing for election in every constituency in Scotland to ask how they intend to tackle these threats and protect and enhance the wildlife and landscapes of Scotland.

SWT contacted candidates from the Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party, the Scottish Green Party, the Scottish Labour Party, the Scottish Liberal Democrats, the Scottish National Party and the United Kingdom Independence Party where their details were freely available.

http://www.swt.org.uk/news/general-election-candidates-tell-swt-their-proirities-for-nature/
Osprey update 2010 - Remarkable Loch of Lowes bird lays 58th egg!

The female Osprey at the Loch of the Lowes is now in her 20th consecutive year at the same nest.  In March she returned from a 3,000-mile migration from west Africa [image: image32.jpg]


and then in April laid 3 eggs making an impressive 58 eggs.  Her success rate has been equally impressive with 84% of chicks having successfully fledged. 

Ospreys live an average of eight years and are estimated to produce 20 eggs during that time. The Osprey at the Loch is 25 years of age and thus the lifespan and reproductive abilities of this individual osprey are considered to be a ‘wonder of nature ' by wildlife experts. A team of about 70 volunteers watch the nest 24 hours a day to safeguard any eggs from thieves and poachers. Throughout the breeding season the eyrie will be visible via a nest camera on screens in the visitor centre and on the trust's website: http://www.thewebbroadcastingcorporation.com/swt/swt.php
Geese tracked to estimate wind farms' impact 

Barnacle geese have been tagged with satellite trackers amid concern that planned offshore wind farms could affect their migration from Britain to the Arctic. In January, successful bids for nine new offshore wind farm zone licences within UK waters were announced. Turbines in the nine zones could generate up to 32 Gigawatts of power, a quarter of the UK's electricity needs. 
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The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) said it had tagged five male Svalbard barnacle geese, which overwinter in the Solway Firth, with GPS trackers. It is concerned offshore wind farms in the Firth of Forth and off the UK coast could be an obstacle for the birds. The tracking will gather information on migration routes and altitudes. The WWT said data gathered from the barnacle geese could be used to influence where new turbines were placed, or whether lights need to be added to make them more obvious to the geese. 

Common Cranes cause stir at Forfar nature reserve

[image: image34.png]


Four Common cranes have arrived at the RSPB Loch of Kinnordy nature reserve almost a month earlier than expected. Once common in Britain, the common crane became extinct here in the 17th century. Larger then the Grey Heron and with a loud trumpeting call, a small breeding population has now returned to England. Cranes are seen in the East of Scotland on a yearly basis where they stop while travelling back to their breeding spots in Northern Europe.
Four cranes at RSPB Loch of Kinnordy Nature Reserve. Credit Darell Berthon

