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LANARK AREA MEMBER CENTRE BULLETIN
ISSUE 25: MARCH 2010

WELCOME

Welcome to the March issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin 2010, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc. I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.  

Lanark Area MC Talk

Tuesday 30th March: River Clyde Wildlife: A wild journey from source to sea.
Speaker: John Darbyshire
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A talk on the wildlife encountered along the Clyde River as it makes its journey from its source at the confluence of two streams, the Daer Water and the Potrail Water in the Lowther Hills to the Firth of Clyde.  The Clyde is the ninth longest river in the UK and the third longest in Scotland. Flowing through Glasgow it was an important river for shipbuilding and trade in the British Empire.  
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So make sure you come and listen to John speak about the many different types of wildlife we can all see on our doorstep.
Local Events Diary
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5th March: Biodiversity Science Forum's Annual Conference

Biodiversity Science Forum's Annual Conference being held in the Royal Botanic Garden in Edinburgh see www.biodiversityscotland.gov.uk/

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biodiversityscotland.gov.uk/library/BSG%20Programme%202010.doc" \o "blocked::http://www.biodiversityscotland.gov.uk/library/BSG Programme 2010.doc"  for links to the programme and registration form.
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9th March: Glasgow Natural History Society

6.30pm Tutorial: Orthoptera − grasshoppers and their allies: Jeanne Robinson.

7.30pm Members’ Photographic Night: Your slides or digital slide shows.

All meetings are held in the Graham Kerr Building, University of Glasgow.

12th March: The Royal Commission for Ancient & Historic Monuments of South Lanarkshire
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Speaker: Dr David Easton
Time: 7:30pm 
Location: Hamilton Natural History Society

Venue: Session Room of Hamilton Old Parish Church, Leechlee Road, Hamilton.

27th March: Biological Recording In Scotland (BRISC) Annual Conference
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Biological Recording In Scotland (BRISC) is holding its Annual Conference on the theme 'Biodiversity Then and Now' at Montrose (there's also an excursion to the RSPB reserve on Sunday 28th). See www.brisc.org.uk/Conferences.php for full details.
Falls of Clyde Update
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Otters have been very active on the reserve with a mother and two cubs seen regularly just outside the visitor’s centre.  Sightings include cormorant, goosander, mallard duck. sparrowhawk, swan, wren, thrush, blackbird, yellow hammer, chaffinch, goldfinch, greenfinch, great tit, blue tit, fieldfare, carrion crow, rook, jackdaw, rabbit, hare, otter, badger and fox.

Waterfall Days at the Falls of Clyde.
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The last few years have seen low river levels on the planned Waterfall Day dates, so rather than fix two weekends for Waterfall Days, SWT will now advertise all the days that the Power Station is closed for maintenance; normally available a month in advance, so keep an eye here for the dates as they become available. You can also check the SWT webcam 4 (July to March) for live pictures from Corra Linn before you visit or click here to be taken to the SEPA Monitoring Station at Hazelbank (updated at 8am every day). If the river level shown is around 2m or above, the Falls will definitely be worth a visit. For the best chance to see Corra Linn and Bonnington Linn at their most spectacular, even with the Hydroelectric Power Station operating, we recommend that you come to the reserve within a day of heavy rain, especially if the ground is already wet.

Please call the Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre on 01555 665262 for any further information.
Volunteers Required For Peregrine Watch
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Peregrine Watch starts up again at the end of March. The SWT are looking for volunteers with any commitment, large or small to help the new Peregrine protection officer who will be co-ordinating the volunteers. 

If you are interested contact Falls of Clyde for the date of the introductory meeting: 01555 665262.
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Habitats are home: celebrating International Year of Biodiversity in South Lanarkshire. 

The South Lanarkshire Local Biodiversity Partnership (SLBP) and Community Planning Partnership is holding a conference on April 23rd to celebrate biodiversity and the vital role that local groups play in delivering conservation aims. The conference will also be used to launch the new South Lanarkshire LBAP, with the Council’s Chief Executive Archibald Strang opening the event. 

The conference is free to attend.

Where: Rutherglen Town Hall

When: April 23rd 2010 

2010 marks the UN’s International Year of Biodiversity (IYB), with its aims of increasing awareness, reducing the loss of biodiversity and celebrating success stories. In the UK a series of events will run throughout the year, including the celebration of International Day for Biological Diversity on May 22nd. 
It’s an important time to talk about biodiversity. 2010 marks a key point in the global fight to conserve biodiversity. It’s the year by which the UN aims to have significantly reduced the rate of biodiversity loss and by which the European Union wishes to have completely halted biodiversity decline. The South Lanarkshire Biodiversity Partnership also wish to mark IYB by holding a conference which illustrates and celebrates the vital role biodiversity plays in every persons life. 

The conference will take the form of a morning of talks followed by an afternoon workshop or site visit. There will also be the opportunity for local organisations to display posters and have stalls which outline the work and projects they have underway in South Lanarkshire. 

There will be a strong focus on ecosystem services and what biodiversity delivers for the people of South Lanarkshire. We are keen to emphasise the good work that is undertaken in South Lanarkshire and identify areas/themes which can be built upon or require some work to be initiated. The conference will provide a good opportunity to celebrate success stories, promote ongoing projects and network with other individuals and organisations who are involved in conservation work across South Lanarkshire. 

For further details please contact Siân Williams, Biodiversity Officer, South Lanarkshire Biodiversity Partnership, Countryside and Greenspace Service, South Lanarkshire Council, Chatelherault Country Park, Carlisle Road, Hamilton, ML3 7UE Tel: 01698 426213
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Marine (Scotland) Act Passed At Last
Thanks to all of you who took part in both LINK's Marine Act e-campaigns. In the final e-action 1066 people sent 6710 messages to MSPs, and we know that this made a real difference to the outcome. As a result of amendments, the Marine (Scotland) Act is now considerably stronger than its UK sister legislation. Some of the many important provisions it now includes are:
A duty to further the achievement of sustainable development 

A duty to protect and enhance the Scottish marine area - this is a particularly important achievement because it covers the whole of our sea, not just marine protected areas) 

A duty to create a new network of Marine Protected Areas – this will include MPAs for nationally important habitats and species and community-led MPAs 

A duty to prepare and adopt a national marine plan 

A duty for national and regional marine plans to deliver marine ecosystem objectives 

Confirmation from Government that MPA designation will only take account of socio-economic issues in exceptional circumstances, and that science will be the main criterion for choosing MPAs 

A delegate from Marine Scotland on all the regional planning partnerships that will be responsible for writing regional marine plans – to give some leadership and consistency 

These provisions are potentially the most positive thing to have happened in the management of Scotland’s seas for well over a hundred years. Of course, the proof will be in the implementation, and SWT will be working hard to influence all the guidance and secondary legislation which appear over the coming months
Join an exciting new survey from Rosyth to Zeebrugge on board Norfolkline’s new ferry Scottish Viking 
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The charity Marinelife is giving volunteers an opportunity to join a marine survey team on board Norfolkline’s Scottish Viking ferry from Rosyth to Zeebrugge.
The Basic Facts: Marinelife is a cetacean and seabird research charity that has been operating since 1995 with their longest survey known as the Biscay Dolphin Research Programme. 
Shipping Company and Vessel: Norfolkline B.V. are supporting this survey on board their new ferry Scottish Viking.
Survey Frequency and Itinerary: Once a month, aiming to depart on the second Thursday.  The sailing schedule does not offer a return voyage over weekends. Voyage time: 20 hours.  Please note that these times are local times and that Belgium is one hour ahead of the UK:
	Location
	Event
	Local Time
	Day

	Rosyth
	Check in
	15:00 - 16:00
	Thursday

	Rosyth
	Departure
	17:00
	Thursday

	Zeebrugge
	Arrival
	14:00
	Friday

	Zeebrugge
	Departure
	18:00
	Friday

	Rosyth
	Arrival
	13:00
	Saturday


Marinelife Teams: Marinelife operate teams of two surveyors, one of which is a Team Leader responsible for the conduct of the survey. Teams work from the bridge of the ship according to the research survey protocols provided. Behavioural protocols for working on the bridge are also provided.
Accommodation and Food: Cabins and food are generously provided free of charge by the shipping company.
What Volunteer Research Surveyors Provide: The Research Teams Manager emails teams with a full briefing pack prior to each survey and this includes survey forms.

Essential:

Their time – normally 1 to 2 or 3 surveys a year but depends on personal availability and giving everyone a fair chance to get on a survey

Binoculars (8x42 is ideal)






/Continued . . .
Passport

Marinelife researcher polo shirt because researchers work in a uniformed environment on the bridge and must be identifiable
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Rangefinder stick (details sent to the teams prior to the survey)

Pens (black ink)

Optional:

Telescope and tripod.  Only one allowed per team due to trip hazard on the bridge

Camera (preferably digital) SLR with 300mm or 400 mm lens

Identification books

Costs to Volunteers: Transport to and from Rosyth and parking fees if relevant. Purchase of a Marinelife researcher polo shirt (charged at cost price - £10 plus £3 p&p).
Other Survey Routes: Marinelife operates monthly surveys on the following routes:
Portsmouth to Bilbao (Spain)  -  P&O Ferries

Poole to Santander (Spain)  -  Brittany Ferries Freight

Plymouth to Roscoff (France)  -  Brittany Ferries

Felixstowe to Vlaardingen (Netherlands)  -  Norfolkline B.V.

Fleetwood to Larne (Northern Ireland)  -  Stena Line
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Operate in a similar manner to the Rosyth to Zeebrugge route.  Surveys incorporate weekends as much as possible to avoid the need to take too much time off work. In addition, small boat surveys are conducted on a day basis in the English Channel as part of Marinelife’s Interreg funded Charm III Project.  Surveyors work from dive boats or fishing boats. Volunteer research surveyors can join the teams for any of these other routes but considerable travel is involved from Scotland!

Prior Experience: Some prior experience of observing and identifying seabirds and/or cetaceans is required – preferably from boats, though this is not essential. Good sea legs. 
For further information contact John Arnott the Research Teams Manager on 01243 575345 or Email john.arnott@marine-life.org.uk
From Copenhagen to WWF's Earth Hour at 8.30pm on 27 March
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 World leaders missed a huge opportunity to agree a climate deal at December's Copenhagen summit. But it's unlikely they'd have achieved even the (rather weak) Copenhagen Accord if it hadn't been for the huge public pressure. 

Ed Miliband, UK energy and climate change secretary, admitted:"We made the progress that we did… because people made it happen. It is very important that the campaign carries on..." 
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The Copenhagen setback is all the more reason to step up pressure. Delays will only cause greater impacts on people and nature, and make it harder and costlier to cope with the effects of climate change. WWF's Earth Hour- the WWF’s worldwide  symbolic lights-out event - is coming at just the right time. It's the ideal chance to show you care about climate change, and to remind world leaders there's still a job to be done. Take part yourself, and ask your MP to do the same. More information on how to take part at http://www.wwf.org.uk/
