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LANARK AREA MEMBER CENTRE BULLETIN
ISSUE 28: JUNE 2010

WELCOME

Welcome to the June issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin 2010, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc. I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.  

Local Events Diary
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Peregrine viewing

Dates: Monday, 29 March 2010 - Friday, 25 June 2010
Time: 10:00AM - 8:00PM
Location: Falls of Clyde
Contact: Willie Buttery 01555 665262.
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Type: Wildlife Viewing / Watch
Description:
Experience the closest views in the UK of nesting peregrine falcons. The fastest creatures on the planet. Watch from only 50 metres as life unfolds in front of you. Hear the never-forgotten call of these amazing birds of prey. The Falls of Clyde peregrines are justly famous, you must see them. If you are unable to visit the nest site call into the SWT Visitor Centre where you can watch on CCTV.
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Additional Info: Meet at Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre
Buzzy Bees

Dates: Saturday, 5 June 2010

Location: Falls of Clyde
Contact: Willie Buttery 01555 665262 for start time & to book. 
Type: Wildlife Viewing / Watch
Description:
Come and see the observation hive. Learn about the honey bee, find out about bee-keeping, taste local honey and much more.
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Langlands Moss Local Nature Reserve 

Date: Sunday, 6 June 2010 (own transport required)

Time: 2pm, East Kilbride (ring for meeting point)
Contact: Jason Newton Tel: 01555 893804
Type: Wildlife Week
Description:
A guided walk through Langlands Moss Local Nature Reserve, East Kilbride with John Hawell a Senior Countryside Ranger. Come along and find out all about lowland raised bogs, the habitat, plants and animals. Call for details. 

Badger watches
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Dates:Tuesday, 8 June to 13 June 2010

Location: Falls of Clyde
Contact: Willie Buttery 01555 665262 for start time & to book.
Type: Wildlife Viewing / Watch
Cost: £8 (Child £4)
Description:
An evening stroll through ancient woodland experiencing the sights, scents and sounds of wildlife at dusk. Your ranger will guide you to the best place to have the chance to view completely wild badgers emerging from their sett. Using hand-held detectors, discover some of the many types of bat living on the nature reserve. There's even a chance to glimpse foxes, owls, deer and if you're really lucky, the otters! 

Additional Info:
Meet at Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre

Peregrine Chicks Hatch
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There was great excitement mid-May when at 11.43AM on 17th May the first peregrine chick finally hatched!  The falcon had been very restless, frequently turning around on the nest and turning the eggs, and then about half an hour later a fluffy white chick was seen in the nest.  However, it was feared that there would only be one hatchling again this year as the remaining egg was a lot paler than it should be (the eggs are normally a deep red/brown colour) and most likely to be infertile.
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However all was not lost and 6 days later another chick hatched! This gap is very unusual as the most there has been in past years has been a 3 day gap. This is a worry, as the older chick is obviously much stronger, and so likely to get more food than its sibling. However the adults are both very experienced parents. The next few days will be crucial to its survival.

Visitors to SWT Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre can enjoy watching the majestic birds’ famous dive for food on the reserve. Close-up images of the peregrines and their chicks thanks to CCTV technology which streams live images from the nest site can also be viewed on a big screen in the Centre or online at www.swt.org.uk.

Freshwater Pearl Mussels At Risk
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Wildlife crime officers and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) have launched Operation Caesar to safeguard the future of Scotland's freshwater pearl mussels after a new survey suggests about 75% of the country's internationally-important pearl mussel sites have been damaged by criminals. Scotland has a total of 21 designated sites for pearl mussels, with Scottish rivers holding about half of the world's population of the species. 

The mussels are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Anglers and walkers are being urged to help by reporting any sightings of suspicious activity near or on rivers. 

More Beavers Introduced To Knapdale
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An additional breeding pair of two beavers, one male and one female, has now been released into the wild in Scotland as part of the Scottish Beaver Trial (SBT), a project which marks the first formal trial reintroduction of a native mammal back into the UK.

The Trial, which is a partnership project between the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland (RZSS) and the Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT), aims to determine how beavers will prosper in Scottish habitats and to assess their impact in the current Scottish environment by monitoring them over a five-year trial period. 

The pair, which were transported from a holding facility at the Highland Wildlife Park and released into the wild on 4 May and after nearly a week in their new home, have been settling in well. This release follows the release of three beaver families, 11 beavers, into the Trial site at [image: image11.jpg]zz223
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Knapdale Forest, Mid-Argyll, in May last year. All animal releases follow the conditions outlined as part of the licence issued by the Scottish Government.

Prior to the release, two artificial lodges were created by the project team to provide temporary shelter until the pair can build a lodge of their own. Food and used bedding will be placed in these lodges to encourage them to settle in this new loch and make it their home.

The Scottish Beaver Trial could determine whether or not beavers are reintroduced into the wild across Scotland. Twenty-five European countries have already reintroduced beavers to their wild lands. Beavers are a native species to the UK and were once a common sight before they were hunted to extinction. Beavers are a keystone species and bring many benefits to wetland environments and improve habitats for many other animals including invertebrates, birds and otters.
Find out more at the blog site http://blog.scottishbeavers.org.uk/
Bee stripes may not keep predators away
It was classically thought that black and yellow stripes of a bumblebee kept predators away.  However, a UK study has shown that other aspects of bees' behaviour may matter more. For example the way bumblebees fly or perhaps the buzzing sound they make. 
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Scientists believe that once flying predators get stung by a bee, they remember their experience and in the future rely strongly on colour cues to identify their prey. The scientists tested this assertion and expected birds to rely on visual clues, meaning they would be more likely to attack bees that looked different from the ones they were used to. 
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The experiment had some unexpected results with the predators not targeting the unusually coloured bees more than the native populations tested. Perhaps the bumbling way in which all bumblebees fly or their distinctive deep buzzing are more important clues to help predators avoid being stung.

These results mean that the explanation for the bumblebees' colouration patterns is not as simple as previously thought. The scientists believe that perhaps birds prefer not to take any chances - and to steer clear of all insects that look, sound or fly like a bumblebee to avoid being stung. 
First sections of Scotland's native woodlands map published
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The Forestry Commission Scotland, with support from Scottish Natural Heritage  (SNH), the Native Woodland Survey of Scotland (NWSS) is attempting to detail the extent, nature and condition of the native woodlands in all of Scotland’s local authority areas.  The first eight summary reports have been published and cover the areas for Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, North, South and East Ayrshire and East Renfrew. The survey data is also available online to enable woodland owners and managers, partner agencies and local authorities, to inform their woodland management, planning and decision making processes. 
In total, the surveyors will visit around 730,000 hectares of woodland across Scotland, surveying all woodlands over 0.5ha in size – roughly a total of 425,000 hectares. 
For more information on the survey, the results and how to use them, visit www.forestry.gov.uk/NWSS 







