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WELCOME

Welcome to the July issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk. 
Fund raiser 
The Lanark Area MC held a bric-a-brac fund raiser at the Tollbooth in Lanark on Saturday 6th June.  We had several stalls including tombola, face painting, plants, books, home baking and of course bric-a-brac. SWT also had a stall to promote the Trust and the visitor’s centre.  This generated a lot of interest and managed to raise £333.39. 
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A BIG thank you to those who volunteered on the day and contributed to the bric-a-brac and tombola prizes. 
Falls of Clyde Update
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Sightings in the Falls of Clyde reserves this June have included peregrine falcon, dipper, grey wagtail, mallard, goosander, common sandpiper, oyster catchers, heron, thrush, red poll, yellowhammer, long tailed tit, wren, blue tit, goldfinch and rook.  Also, fox, stoat, grey squirrel, bumble bee, honeybee, wasp, pipistrelle bat and daubenton bat have been spotted. 
On the 27th June the peregrine chick fledged. It is expected that the fledgling will stay around the area learning hunting skills for several weeks now. However, as he is now flying freely around the gorge and surrounding woodland, it may not be possible to follow the peregrines live on the webcam for much longer.

Go to http://www.thewebbroadcastingcorporation.com/swt/swt_FoC.php for live pictures of the nest. 
Stoat Credit Wikipedia
Scottish Sharkatag Raises Concerns About the Lack of Sharks in Scotland

Over the past few years, the stocks of many species of shark in Scottish waters have become severely depleted. The Scottish Sea Angling Conservation Network launched the Scottish Shark Tagging Programme this summer.  Tagging is one of the few non-destructive assessments of sharks available and will help provide some of the much needed data for [image: image5.jpg]


species migrations, growth rates, stock populations, make-up and fluctuations. Over two hundred anglers of all ages and abilities attended Sharkatag held in June around the Solway region. Anglers fished from boats, kayaks and the shore to catch, tag and release various shark species. Unfortunately, lower numbers than expected were caught - some two hundred tope, smoothhound and bull huss were tagged over the three days.  These low tope figures are thought to reflect poor numbers of male breeding stock as the fish caught were mostly immature females, typically under twenty pounds. SSACN stated that poor tope numbers combined with only 3 rays tagged shows how urgently plans are needed to help protect and regenerate the stocks.

UK Wildlife Photography Competition
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The UK has some of the world's best wildlife, but not many people realise it. Wildlifeextra.com want to promote the wildlife of the UK so they are asking you to send your best shots of the UK's wildlife and there are some decent prizes for the best in each category. Wildlifeextra.com also donate £500 to a UK wildlife charity to be nominated by the winner.  So if you are a keen photographer why not enter at

http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/photo/uk-wildlife-photography.html
Swift Numbers in Decline
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Common Swift Credit Wikipedia
Swift numbers have declined by 47% in the last ten years and have now been added to the amber list, which means that it is of serious conservation concern. A major cause of this decline is believed to be the loss of nest sites through building improvement or demolition. 

Swifts are dark brown but often look black against the sky. Their wings are long and narrow and their tail slightly forked, but not as much as a swallow's. They have a piercing, screaming call and nest in colonies which makes it appear even louder. Swifts spend their life almost entirely on the wing - feeding, sleeping and mating in flight. They feed exclusively on insects and only come to land when nesting, and therefore an abundant supply of insects is critical for their survival.  When they have chicks to feed, swifts can gather as many as 100,000 insects a day. Swifts visiting Scotland fly across the Sahara desert in autumn and winter to central Africa and as far as South Africa.  Swifts pair for life and return to the same nest site each spring. Their nests are located high up in the roof spaces under the eaves of old buildings in particular, and renovation, repair or demolition work is leaving many of them homeless. 
The RSPB is appealing for the public to look out for low-level screaming groups of swifts, a good sign they are breeding nearby, or where we have seen swifts nesting - perhaps entering a roof or hole in the building. They would like any sightings reported to them via a form on their website (http://www.rspb.org.uk/helpswifts).  The idea is that once more is known about where swifts are found conservation efforts can then be focused in those areas.  The RSPB also hope to work with the building industry to help birds in buildings.

Events and Talks
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 21 MAR - 21 JUNE PEREGRINE FALCON VIEWING 8AM-DUSK

Visit the nest site at the Falls of Clyde Reserve for an unrivalled opportunity to view peregrine falcons in the wild. 

11th JULY AFTERNOON WALK LAMBHILL, AUCHENGILLOCH
Time: 1:30PM
Organised summer outing by the Hamilton National History Society 
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Further Details Contact Michael on 01357 520159 
22nd JULY Watery worlds 
Investigate the lives of creatures that live in our ponds.  Wear wellies, children must be accompanied by an adult.

Meet: Pond near Chatelherault adventure play area.

Start: Drop in from 1PM to 3PM
 25th JULY Plants & Potions

Visit Langlands Moss Local Nature Reserve to celebrate this fragile and threatened habitat and find out more about it unique plants & animals.  Book in advance with the Countryside Ranger Service 01698 426213

Meet: Chatelherault visitors centre reception
Time: 2PM (duration 2hrs)
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25th JULY DRUMLANRIG ESTATE & DURISDEER
Time: 9:30AM
Organised summer outing by the Hamilton National History Society 

Further Details Contact Michael on 01357 520159

26th JULY International Bog Day

A guided walk to learn about plants & their uses.  Dress for the weather, children must be accompanied by an adult.  Book in advance with the Countryside Ranger Service 01355 236644 
Time: 2pm (duration 2hrs)
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