[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image6.png]% L% 4

!

£

i

i

¢ Scottish

’.,

g




LANARK AREA MEMBER CENTRE BULLETIN

ISSUE 36: FEBRUARY 2011
WELCOME

Welcome to the February issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin 2011, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc. I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.
Member Centre News
We are very pleased to announce that our application to Awards for All, a consortium of the Scottish Arts Council and Big Lottery Fund, has been successful. Awards for All have just awarded us a grant of £2,515. The Member Centre will use this money to buy a laptop and printer, digital projector and screen, all of which are currently borrowed either from committee members or the Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre. We will also buy a poster screen for use in our fundraising activities.
Upcoming talk

An Update on the Reintroduction of Beavers to Scotland
A talk by Simon Jones, Scottish Beaver Trial Project Manager
Tuesday, 22nd February, 7.30, St. Nicholas Church Hall, Lanark
Simon last spoke to us in March 2008 – here he will update us on how the Knapdale Beavers are progressing.
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SWT Falls of Clyde News

The last week of low rainfall has seen the river drop to more normal levels, though given the rainy forecast, it may be rising again soon. Outside the Visitor Centre mallard, goosander, dipper and a very active cormorant have been regularly spotted.
There has been a large number of barn owl deaths reported this winter, probably through starvation following the prolonged snow and hard frost. Hunting of voles and mice becomes impossible for barn owls when there is a thick blanket of snow. Every year during severe cold weather there are barn owl deaths, but this year the number of recorded deaths is higher than normal.

Owls are seen at dusk, in open countryside along field edges, riverbanks and roadside verges. They nest in buildings near these habitats, such as farm outbuildings and barns. We are fortunate to have these beautiful nocturnal birds in Clydesdale. Look out for their pale faces which sets them apart from other owls.

Other local news

Our Coast and the Marine Act.

The Marine (Scotland) Act was made law in March 2010 and our government is now in the process of deciding where and how to proceed. Our politicians must balance the interests of fishing, conservation, energy production and other potential uses of our coastal waters. Information is still being compiled and we can all have some input. The Marine Conservation Society (MCS) has established a proactive website on which you can add your support for suggested sites and / or suggest further areas that should be considered.

Have your say, go on line to:

www.yourseasyourvoice.com
Also on the question of marine resources check out our sustainable fish stocks by visiting:

www.fishonline.org
(Thanks to John Hart for this article)
Deer rutting season arriving early

A recent investigation shows that wild red deer on the Isle of Rum are rutting earlier in the year. Cambridge and Edinburgh University researchers have concluded that the annual rutting season could be changing because of warming spring and summer temperatures. Both the rutting and calving seasons now occur two weeks earlier compared with thirty years ago. This is based on a 38-year study of the ecology of red deer on Rum, which has annual records of breeding success in around 3,000 deer.
Dr Dan Nussey of the University of Edinburgh's School of Biological Sciences, said, "Although many kinds of plants and animals are known to be reproducing earlier, evidence that this is happening in large mammals is very unusual. However, we still do not know exactly what is causing these changes in the timing of the deer's annual cycle. Much more work is needed to understand whether similar changes are taking place in deer populations elsewhere, and what the implications of such changes will be."
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University of Cambridge
For more information on the project, go to http://www.zoo.cam.ac.uk/zoostaff/larg/pages/Rum.html
Not all killer whales are the same
Killer whales are instantly recognisable. However it has become apparent that some areas of the world, there are different populations which look subtly different, and have different ecology. For instance, about twenty years ago, studies in the NE Pacific identified two “ecotypes”: one which hunt seals and porpoises silently in small groups, and a fish-eating ecotype which is more sociable and vocal. But these ecotypes look alike. In contrast, the more recent discovery of four killer whale ecotypes in Antarctic and sub-Antarctic waters shows that they are morphologically very different. 

Dr. Andy Foote from the University of Aberdeen and colleagues, looking at museum specimens as well as wild killer whales, found that similarly in UK waters there are two ecotypes. One is a generalist feeder, eating both fish and seals, and suffers from severe tooth wear, the other specialises on marine mammals such as small dolphins and whales such as minke, and no tooth wear is apparent. The mammal specialists are also on average much bigger (specialist males being up to two metres longer than the generalists).
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Andy Foote

Studies such as this one highlight the importance of studying the ecology of each individual type: clumping all killer whales together overlooks important implications for maintaining marine biodiversity.
More snow tracks

You may remember from the last issue that we had a picture of some tracks in the snow for you to identify. Here’s another, which comes from Tentmuir National Nature Reserve, just north of St. Andrews. Can you guess what it is? (Answer overleaf).
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Picture: SNH
It’s a badger! The brown ring around the footprints is the soil that the badger has shaken off after emerging from his sett. 
