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LANARK AREA MEMBER CENTRE BULLETIN

ISSUE 34: DECEMBER 2010

WELCOME

Welcome to the December issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin 2010, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc. I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.
CANCELLATON OF MC TALK
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Tuesday 30 November
The Animals of the Cairngorm National Park. Speaker:Alan Bantick, SWT Chairman 
this talk is cancelled due to bad weather.  there will be no meeting on this date.
Lanark Area Member Centre Members Night
14th December, 7.30, St. Nicholas Church Hall, Lanark
This is our annual get-together, where members give their own wildlife slide shows from their holidays. Accompanied by drinks and mince pies of course. We have had some suggestions so far, but we need another two or three volunteers to give a 15-minute presentation. 

If you’d like to give a short talk get in touch with us at postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.
[image: image2.jpg]


 Herons at Kirkfieldbank, J Newton

SWT Falls of Clyde News

Note that work on Bonnington Bridge should now have finished, but check with the Visitor Centre (01555 665262) if you’re planning a round-trip of the Reserve. The recent low temperatures and snow may mean that some sections of the Reserve may be slippy. A third reason to drop in to the Visitor Centre is to get some SWT Christmas cards!
Look out for the white mistletoe berries, which are now becoming conspicuous against their evergreen leaves, and are especially relished by thrushes. Jays, which generally skulk shyly in the depths of the woods in summer, are now seen flying high over oak woods. Jays bury acorns in the ground in preparation for the lean winter, but inevitably some of these stores are forgotten, allowing the seeds to germinate and thus spread the oak woods. Jays can carry as many as ten acorns in their crop at one time.
Sightings include: robin, blackbird, thrush, longtailed tit, wood pigeon, buzzard pairs, starling, dipper, goldfinch, chaffinch, blue tit, hedge sparrow, wren.
No waxwings (see below) reported on the reserve, but sightings elsewhere include Nemphlar and the centre of East Kilbride: keep an eye out for them! 
Other local news

Beaver escapees in Tayside to be trapped
It has become apparent that many beavers that have escaped from private collections in Angus and Perthshire, have colonised rivers and lochs and are freely breeding in the wild. Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) will trap the animals, and pass them on to the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland for “rehousing”.
This is a controversial move, as it has been suggested that if a previously native species had re-established itself and was healthy, then it could be legally protected. However SNH say that none of the releases in Tayside had been licensed as required by the law.
A spokesman for SNH said unauthorised releases of beavers would "subvert and undermine the position that Scotland carries out reintroductions according to best scientific practice". This of course, relates to the Scottish Beaver Trial in Knapdale: SNH is monitoring the trial and will report back to the Scottish government in 2015 on whether the species should stay in Scotland.
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The Knapdale beavers (not the Tayside escapees!)

The waxwings are here!
Over the last few weeks, there have been many sightings throughout Scotland of one of the most colourful British birds, the waxwing. Each year with the approach of winter, there is an influx of waxwings from Russia and Northern Europe. They breed in the boreal forests in summer, but fly south once at this time of year to search for better feeding grounds. Numbers vary from year to year, but total numbers in 2010 are estimated to be in the tens of thousands. Such a large number is often taken to be an indicator of a harsh winter, from the assumption that they are escaping the cold. However waxwing irruptions (these are not strictly migrations, as waxwings are “wanderers” rather than regular visitors) are driven by the abundance or scarcity of berries combined with breeding success. The large irruption which is forecast therefore more likely implies a good nesting season and/or a shortage of berries. Waxwings are frugivores, and in this county are fond of rowan and hawthorn berries, cotoneaster and rose-hips. The largest flock seen so far was a thousand at Bridge of Don, Aberdeen.
For some excellent photos, showing how tame these birds can be go to the Fair Isle Blogspot - http://www.flickr.com/photos/26030437@N07/
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Waxwing, Tommy H. Hyndman
Capercaillies making a comeback
Conservation attempts to boost the number of capercaillie in Scotland appear to be successful. Forestry Commission Scotland has been supporting the capercaillie on its estates and monitoring lek sites over the past decade. In forest blocks where capercaillie monitoring has been carried out, the past four years has each seen an increasing in the number of capercaillie males displaying at lek sites, and over the decade the number has doubled. Capercaillie appear to be thriving best in pine forests that have been managed for timber production, and the Commission is investigating the reasons for this.
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Capercaillie/RSPB
Landowners to face prosecution over bird poisonings
The Scottish Environment minister has confirmed that the concept of vicarious liability, whereby employers are culpable for the acts of their employees, will be enshrined into wildlife legislation. This means that landowners would be criminally responsible in instances where birds of prey are found poisoned on their estates. She suggested that only by targeting landowners rather than gamekeepers, will the number of birds of prey found poisoned on Scottish sporting estates begin to decrease. Failure to monitor the activities of their staff could result in landowners facing up to six months in jail and/or a fine of up to £5K, though the burden of proof will remain the same, i.e. it must be proven that the gamekeeper concerned deposited poisoned bait. Although this wasn’t initially included on the Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill, the minister confirmed she is tabling an amendment to the Bill, which is currently being considered  by the Scottish Parliament.
Signal Crayfish discovered in the Kelvin
The invasive signal crayfish has been found in the Glasgow area for the first time. SNH revealed that the American alien was discovered in the River Kelvin. This could affect efforts by anglers and conservationists to improve salmon stocks, given that crayfish eat fish eggs. Water quality improvements in the River Kelvin in recent years have resulted in the recovery of salmon numbers, but the presence of the crayfish is a considerable setback. Given that the nearest known population of signal crayfish is more than 50 miles away, it is suspected that someone has deliberately introduced by someone hoping to harvest them. The species is already causing ecological problems at other sites across Scotland, particularly in Dumfries and Galloway, where SEPA is attempting to control them  as part of a wider project to tackle the spread of non-native species.
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Signal crayfish/BBC

