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WELCOME

Welcome to the December issue of the monthly bulletin, which contains titbits of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.  We hope you all have a very HAPPY CHRISTMAS and we will be back in the NEW YEAR with the first 2009 Bulletin.

Scottish Beaver Trial Update 

The Scottish Wildlife Trust and the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland are project partners for the Scottish Beaver Trial and are planning to reintroduce beavers in spring 2009.  A specialist team was used to capture beaver families from the Telemark region of Norway in September. For the last two months, the team has been capturing the beaver families, each consisting of one adult male, one adult female and between one to three yearlings or kits. Tracking the beavers [image: image11.jpg]


and ensuring they were in the correct family groups was an important part of the process. Four beaver families have now arrived in Heathrow and will spend six months in quarantine before being released in Knapdale, mid-Argyll, on a time-limited trial basis in spring 2009. For updates go to http://www.scottishbeavers.org.uk/
 European Beaver 

 SWT

Volunteers Needed
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The SWT will be exhibiting for the first time at the Camping and Caravanning Exhibition to be held at the SECC (5-8 Feb 09). This show is very popular and attracted approximately 30,000 visitors in 2008. The Exhibition will occupy 10,000 square meters or 5 exhibition halls at the SECC in 2009.  This event is a great opportunity to showcase Members’ Centres and what we can offer the good outdoor people of Scotland.  The SWT are looking for volunteers from all MCs to help man its stand and help publicise the SWT and MC activities. For those interested volunteer shift times are: 

1. 10.00 to 12.00 and 14.00 to 16.00 

2. 12.00 to 14.00 and 16.00 to 18.00.

Glasgow Arena: images © foster & partners

Volunteers enter the Camping and Caravanning Exhibition free of charge.

If anyone is interested in assisting at this SECC event e-mail postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk or ring 01555 893804 for more details.
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SWT Christmas cards now on sale! 
Buy a pack of 10 mixed cards for only £4.99 (£4.50 for members) including p&p to UK. Download the order form and return it to Scottish Wildlife Trust, Cramond House, 3 Kirk Cramond, Edinburgh EH4 6HZ or phone 0131 312 7765.

Christmas Cards 

 SWT

BTO needs your help.
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British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) are requesting help with tracking waxwings for their Bird Atlas 2007-11 project which aims to map the distribution of waxwings, along with all other species regularly wintering in Britain and Ireland over a four-year period.  In November BTO started the second winter of Atlas fieldwork which happily coincided with the arrival of Waxwings to the east coast of Scotland from Scandinavia. Since their arrival, flocks of Waxwings have been moving slowly westwards in search of food. At our November talk, David Trotter gave a short presentation on waxwings and informed us of a 200 strong flock currently feeding in Motherwell.

Waxwings are about the size of starlings, light brown in colour with a prominent crest and a black chin. On their wings they have red waxy tips. They can be found in gardens, supermarket car parks, city centre parks in fact anywhere with lots of trees and bushes with berries. Typically waxwings arrive in eastern Britain, strip bushes of berries and move west in search of more food. Numbers of waxwings reaching Britain and Ireland vary and large numbers indicate a failure of berry crops in Scandinavia. 
Waxwing 

 RSPB
If you have seen a waxwing since 1 November then Bird Atlas 2007-11 wants to hear about it. You can enter your records online at http://www.birdatlas.net or by requesting a form from BTO. 

Forth islands cleared of invasive plant 
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Seven islands in the Forth Islands Special Protection Area are being cleared of an invasive plant. These islands are internationally important for their breeding seabird populations and are protected under European law. In the seventeenth century tree mallow (Lavatera arborea), a tall Mediterranean plant, was introduced to the nearby Bass Rock and subsequently spread to other islands.  

Tree Mallow

 Wikepedia

Unfortunately, tree mallow is now covering large areas of these islands making it difficult for puffins to access and dig burrows. This coupled with myxomatosis decimating the local rabbit population (which once grazed on the young tree mallow plants and kept it in check) have contributed to the puffin population dropping dramatically. Thus in 2006 SNH started a five year project to control tree mallow and restore the breeding population of puffins. The islands of Fidra and Craigleith have now been cleared of tree mallow. This programme will restore more natural coastal grassland and allow the puffins to breed in large numbers once again. 
Dire year for seabirds in UK
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2008 brought a cold spring and wet summer and combined with a lack of sandeels, the staple food of seabirds, this year has been catastrophic for many seabird colonies. Analysis of this year's seabird breeding on RSPB's coastal reserves shows that Kittiwakes, Arctic Terns and Arctic Skuas have had a terrible season, with virtually no chicks reared to fledging in the far north of the UK. The RSPB, in a report published in October, warned that a number of species found in British waters faced a "dire" outlook.  It warned that warmer sea temperatures were believed to be affecting the amount of plankton in the sea, and consequently the number of sandeels available as prey for the birds. 
Puffin 
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There is some good news though, as four key species - Shags, Eider ducks, Guillemots and Razorbills - have all recorded population increases on the National Trust owned Farne Islands.  The survey's findings are in sharp contrast to the nationwide trend, which has seen an overall decline in the number of seabirds at UK colonies. However, Puffin numbers on the islands have fallen by a third in recent years.
Events and Talks
6th Dec
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Santa's winter visit to Greenhead Moss, Greenhead Moss Community Nature Park 

Join Santa and his helpers in making some gifts for your friends, family and local wildlife.

Venue: Check posters and press for venue or contact 01698 358961.  Contact: Aileen McKean, Nature Park Officer.
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9th Dec 7.30pm

Lanark Area Member Centre

Christmas Members Night:

Slide shows on Kazakhstan & Hawaii, Wildlife Quiz & Refreshments!

Venue: St Nicholas Parish Church, Main Hall, Castlegate, Lanark
SWT members: free; non-members: £1
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12th Dec 7.30pm

Hamilton Natural History Society

Christmas Social Evening and Buffet.
Venue: Session Room of Hamilton Old Parish Church, Leechlee Road, Hamilton
13th Dec

Winter Walk at Barons Haugh and Dalzell Estate, Barons Haugh 
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What's happening on the reserve in the coldest months?  It may be the coldest part of the year but there's no stopping the birds and wildlife down at Barons Haugh and Dalzell Estate.  Wrap up warm and come and watch the wildlife with the warden.

Venue: RSB Barons Hugh car park.  Contact Ben Mitchell RSPB Community Warden on 07983 593257 or 01698 402090.  Booking essential.

Children under 16 are welcome but should be accompanied by an adult.  Please wear suitable footwear and bring clothing appropriate for Scotland's unpredictable climate!

20th Dec

Christmas Decorations at Drumpellier, Drumpellier Country Park 

Make your own Christmas decorations using natural materials such as willow, pinecones, ivy, berries etc.  The Countryside Ranger will be on hand to show you how it's done!

Venue: Visitor Centre, Drumpellier Country Park

Contact: Countryside Ranger Service on 01236 422257
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