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WELCOME
Welcome to the December issue of the monthly bulletin, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.  We hope you all have a very HAPPY CHRISTMAS and we will be back in the NEW YEAR with the first 2010 Bulletin. 
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Scotland’s beavers build their first lodge

The first beaver lodge to be constructed in the Scottish wild for over 400 years has now been built. The Scottish Beaver Trial (SBT) is a partnership project run by Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) and the Royal Zoological Society of [image: image4.jpg]T S R A S e b



Scotland (RZSS). Three beaver families were released into Knapdale Forest, Mid-Argyll, in May, marking the first-ever formal reintroduction of a native mammal in the UK.  SBT Project Manager Simon Jones, who discovered the lodge, said: “Our first lodge is an impressive structure, measuring 5 metres long by 2 metres high by 7 metres wide (5x2x7m) in size. Beavers build lodges to shelter in during the day. This provides them with warmth and protection. The lodges usually consist of two chambers, accessed from the loch by an underwater passage. The first chamber is where the beavers spend a few minutes drying off before moving into the large chamber, which is extremely dry and cosy.”
[image: image5.jpg]


Visit www.scottishbeavers.org.uk to find out more about the Scottish Beaver Trial or to plan your trip to Knapdale. Visitors are advised to visit in the early morning or early evening to get a better chance of seeing beaver or signs of beaver activity.

UK’s largest biogas facility given planning permission
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Planning permission has been granted for the UK’s biggest biogas facility, which will turn waste into enough energy to generate five megawatts of electricity per year.  The £22.5 million facility, which is being built by Proactive Energy at the M74 Eco-Park converts organic waste into electricity which will be supplied to the National Grid. The M74 Eco-Park development is near Coalburn and is Scotland’s first “green” commercial and industrial park. The biogas facility is expected to be operating in 2011.  
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Anaerobic digestion facilities use wet biomass materials, such as animal manure and sewage sludge, which are fed into a purpose-built machine (digester). In the absence of air, bacteria in the digester break down the organic material into sugars and then into various acids which are decomposed to produce the final gas. The biogas produced can be used to produce heat and electricity powering more than 2,500 homes or alternatively as a vehicle fuel. By-products of the process also become a high quality natural fertiliser that can be used on local farms.

Scottish red kites bucking the downward trend

Following a successful reintroduction programme coupled with a successful partnership between landowners and conservationists, there are now probably close to 150 breeding pairs of red kites in Scotland, compared with an estimated 122 pairs in 2008. This is in contrast to what is happening in much of western Europe. 
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The persecution of red kites has a long history: James II of Scotland once decreed that they should be “killed wherever possible”. South of the border they remained protected for longer as they were viewed as useful for keeping the streets free of rotting food. By the 20th century the population was restricted to a tiny protected population in Wales. Since 1989, reintroduction of red kites to the UK have taken place. Those reintroduced in Scotland are from Sweden and Germany. 

It is noted that the current Scottish populations have unusual dispersal strategies, with many travelling several hundred miles during winter. Jenny Lennon, RSPB Scotland Red Kite Project Officer, said: "We've got one of our kites from the Aberdeen re-introduction project visiting Northern Ireland at the moment, and down at Argaty near Stirling, they've had a visit from two kites from a nest near Tain in Easter Ross, the most northern kite territory in Scotland. Northern kites have also been recorded on the Galloway Kite Trail in the far south of Scotland. It's incredible how much they move around." The genetic origins of the Scottish population may have something to do with this, given that the Swedish population is partly migratory.
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Despite the increase in Scottish red kites, illegal poisoning is still a problem particularly in the far north. The EU has adopted a Red Kite Action Plan, which aims to prevent illegal and accidental poisoning of red kites, and maintain areas and habitat where they breed and forage.
SWT responds to planning proposal in Cumbernauld

The Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) has urged North Lanarkshire Council (NLC) to take a green approach to the expansion of Cumbernauld and ensure that communities have greenspaces to enjoy. The SWT submitted a response to the Council’s consultation on the town’s “community growth areas.” According to figures from NLC, the council needs over 6,000 new homes but the Trust is pushing for the significant people and wildlife benefits of parks and gardens to be recognised in future expansion plans. 
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SWT owns around a third of the greenspaces in Cumbernauld including Forest Wood, Luggiebank Wood and Cumbernauld Glen. This green townscape, covering over 300 hectares, is home to ancient woodland, meadow and riverbanks bursting with wildlife, all within the boundary of Cumbernauld. These provide valuable recreational space for local people and are regularly used by walkers, cyclists and horse riders. Cumbernauld Glen is also home to Scotland’s longest urban mountain bike trail. Once the consultation closes, NLC will consider all the comments received and if these should affect the outline plans for the community growth areas.

SWT Christmas cards now on sale! 
Buy a pack of 8 mixed cards by top Scottish wildlife photographers Laurie Campbell, Mark Hamblin and Neil McIntyre for only £4.50.  On sale now at the Reserve and the MC social night on Tuesday 15th December.

Wild boar introduced into Inverness-shire

The charity Trees for Life has decided to release six wild boar into a 30 acre enclosure on its Dundreggan Estate in Glen Moriston, Inverness-shire. It hopes the boar will control the spread of bracken which shades out other wild plants. Bracken grows rapidly through underground runners called rhizomes and because its fronds are toxic to most animals it often spreads unchecked. Boars eat both the rhizomes and fronds and, by rooting and exposing the soil, they also create an excellent seedbed for the germination of trees and other woodland plants. Once a native species, the mammal was hunted to extinction in the UK by the 13th Century. 
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Events and Talks
Sunday 06 December to Sunday 06 December 1pm - 5pm 
Chatelherault Country Park : Christmas retail discount day and carvery 
Back by popular demand! Open for all our visitors to enjoy a hassle-free shopping experience within Chatelherault Gift Shop. Enjoy special offers, new season jewellery and other unique gifts to suit all the family. Suitable for families 

Friday 11th December 7.30pm

Hamilton Natural History Society

Christmas Social Evening and Buffet.
Venue: Session Room of Hamilton Old Parish Church, Leechlee Road, Hamilton.

Saturday 12 December to Sunday 13 December 1-4pm 
Chatelherault Country Park: Chatelherault Christmas craft fayre 
Come along to the Chatelherault Christmas Crafts Fayre. Suitable for all ages 

Tuesday 15th December

Lanark Area Member Centre Members Talks & Social.

Member talks on Assynt (Micheal Pink), Isle of May (John Hart), Galapagos (Bob Barr) and subtropical Japan (Jason Newton). There will also be light refreshments served.  

SWT members: free; non-members: £1

Venue: St Nicholas Parish Church, Main Hall, Castlegate, Lanark
[image: image2.jpg]



PAGE  
4

