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WELCOME

Welcome to the August issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc.  I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk. 
Falls of Clyde Update
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There is still a very good chance to see the peregrine falcons which breed on the cliffs of the Falls of Clyde wildlife reserve. This year’s fledgling took to the wing in July but now has to learn his hunting skills from the adult birds. Scottish Wildlife Trust rangers and volunteers will keep up the Operation Peregrine protection on these protected birds while they remain so visible. It is a sad problem that these birds are still targets for thieves. This became all too obvious with the theft of four rare falcon chicks (and a buzzard chick) near Huntly last week. 
Sightings in the Falls of Clyde reserves this July have included dipper, heron, grey wagtail, goosander, wood warbler, great spotted woodpecker, common crossbill, tree creeper, skylark, crow, blackbird, thrush, chaffinch, blue tit, greenfinch, goldfinch, wren, peregrine, wood pigeon, starling, badger, fox, otter and roe deer.  Also, the Honeybee Observation Hive in the Scottish Wildlife Trust visitor centre in New Lanark has been attracting a great deal of attention. 
Peregrine persecution incidents increasing across the country

This year the RSPB has been flooded with reports of birds being poisoned, trapped and shot and of their chicks being taken from the nests. Peregrines are specially protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. Anyone killing, injuring, trapping, taking or disturbing one can face a fine of up to £5,000 or up to 6 months in prison or both.
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Reported incidents already number more than 50 for the year. For example a female peregrine and her chick were found dead on their nest near Sunderland next to the body of a pigeon, which police suspect was poisoned bait used to kill the peregrine family. Samples have been sent for testing. Individuals involved with pigeon fancying are believed to be responsible for the failure of some nests, particularly in South Wales and Northern Ireland. This is despite several separate studies showing that birds of prey are responsible for only a small proportion of racing pigeon losses relative to other factors such as straying, exhaustion and collisions.
In February the Minister for the Environment announced the six wildlife crime priorities for [image: image3.jpg]


the UK. This included Bird of prey persecution with emphasis on five species - golden eagle, white-tailed eagle, goshawk, hen harrier and red kite. The RSPB believe that the peregrine falcon should also be included on this priority list. This species has a long history of persecution and events in 2009 emphasize how serious problems remain for this spectacular bird. The RSPB is urging the Government to add peregrines to its list of priority species for wildlife crime enforcement. 
Peregrines continue to be persecuted, with recent estimates made that 27% of nests in south-east Scotland, 24% of nests in north-east Scotland and over 10% of examined ranges in Cumbria were subject to interference or killing.

Birds of prey are still being illegally killed in some parts of the UK. To sign the RSPB's on-line pledge to stamp out this illegal practice visit http://www.rspb.org.uk/birdsofprey. If you have information about any crime against birds of prey you can call the RSPB in confidence on 0845 466 3636.

Researchers at Aigas say beavers would improve biodiversity 

Researchers at the Aigas Field Centre, near Beauly in the Highlands, have suggested Beavers released at Knapdale in Argyll will improve biodiversity[image: image4.jpg]


. The Aigas Field Centre has been running its own beaver project since 2006.  The researchers [image: image5.jpg]


at Aigas said beavers in their 200-acre habitat behaved as they would in the wild; improved biodiversity by cutting back water lilies and allowing other plant and animal species to establish and did not damage habitats or harm fish stocks. The Aigas team also said the average beaver dam was low enough for salmon and trout to leap and the homes formed useful spawning grounds for fish. 

More golden eagle chicks to be sent from Scotland for Ireland reintroduction
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Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has committed to continue providing golden eagle chicks to the Irish Golden Eagle Reintroduction Project, with up to seven chicks to be donated in 2009. The project is based on donations of golden eagle chicks from Scotland, taken under licence and according to strict international reintroduction guidelines. The project, managed by the Golden Eagle Trust Limited in partnership with the Irish Government's National Parks and Wildlife Service, is re-establishing a breeding population of golden eagles in north-west Ireland after an absence of almost 100 years. 

In June 2001 the project began taking golden eagle chicks from Scottish nests. The licence allowed up to 12 chicks per year to be taken from certain locations and only from nests with more than one chick (as a second chick often does not survive in the wild). The young birds are then kept and fed before being released and followed using radio tracking. By 2008, 53 golden eagles had been released in Glenveagh National Park in Ireland. Many of the birds have spread widely throughout the area, with up to six home ranges in Donegal being occupied. 

The Royal Highland Show 2009
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The 168th Royal Highland Show, held at Ingliston from Thursday 19 - Sunday 22 June 2008, was a huge success attracting over 160,000 visitors over the four day period. SWT is one of over 1,000 exhibitors who take part annually in Scotland's largest outdoor event. This year we joined forces with our solicitors, Morton Fraser, to have a bigger and better stand.

William Buttery did a fantastic job of organizing the SWT stall at the Highland Show this year.  The stall proved a great success and we averaged almost 1,000 visitors a day and recruited approx 30 new members. This year's success would not have been achieved without the enthusiasm and hard work of volunteers.  Our MC provided several of those volunteers, a BIG thank you to those who volunteered on the day and helped to make the week a success.

Last batch of Red kites to be released in Aberdeenshire

This year is the third and final year of the Aberdeen red kite project, with 36 birds due to be released on the outskirts of Aberdeen. The red kite was once a common sight in towns and [image: image8.jpg]BEAVER
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cities across the UK, and was considered useful in medieval times for its role as a scavenger, helping to keep streets clean. However, it later came to be considered as a pest and was hunted to near extinction in Victorian times, and by 1989 just a few pairs remained in Mid Wales. 

The first Scottish reintroduction began on the Black Isle, North of Inverness, alongside another in the Chilterns, South of England. Further Scottish phases in Dumfries and Galloway and Central Scotland, near Doune, saw the species build to around 90 pairs by 2006.
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Events and Talks

Every Tuesday & Sunday IN AUGUST GUIDED WALKS IN THE FALLS OF CLYDE RESERVE

Venue: Meet at the Falls of Clyde Visitor’s Centre

Time: 2PM

Cost: £2 (Adult) £1 (Child) £1 (SWT member)

To reserve a place contact 01555 665262

2 & 3 AUGUST WATERFALL DAYS

Come and visit the Falls of Clyde Wildlife Reserve and view the majestic waterfalls in full spate. There is also live CCTV at the Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre.


To check times and events contact 01555 665262
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5, 8, 13 19 & 26 AUGUST  BADGER WATCH

Venue: Meet at the Falls of Clyde Visitor’s Centre

Time: 7PM

Cost: £8 (Adult) £3 (Child) £4 (SWT member)

To reserve a place contact 01555 665262

23 AUGUST BUTTERFLIES FOR BEGINNERS

Time: 2PM (APPROX 2HRS)
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Help carry out a butterfly survey transect around Langlands Moss Local Nature Reserve. 

For details of meeting place and to book please call Countryside Ranger Service 01355 236644

28 AUGUST BATTY AMBLE

In support of European Bat Weekend, come for a walk in the dark to search for nocturnal animals. 

Time: 8:15PM (APPROX 1.5HRS)

For details of meeting place and to book please call Countryside Ranger Service 01355 236644

29 AUGUST DAWYCK BOTANIC GARDENS & STOBO CHURCH 

Time: 9:30AM

Organised summer outing by the Hamilton National History Society 

Further Details Contact Michael on 01357 520159 
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30 AUGUST Langlands Moss ActiVITY DAY

Come and find out all about the unique plants & animals at the reserve.

Time: 2PM (duration 2hrs)

Book in advance with the Countryside Ranger Service 01698 426213
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