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LANARK AREA MEMBER CENTRE BULLETIN
ISSUE 30: AUGUST 2010

WELCOME

Welcome to the August issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin 2010, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc. I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.  

Local Events Diary
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Family Badger Watches

Date: Saturday, 14 August 2010
Time: 7:00PM - 10:00PM
Location: Falls of Clyde
Type: Family

Description: Follow the clues to a secret sett!
An evening stroll through ancient woodland experiencing the sights, scents and sounds of wildlife at dusk. Have the chance to view badgers and discover bats. Look out for moths, dragonflies, fungi, wild flowers and river otters!

Pricing/ Booking Info: Booking is essential, please call the visitor centre for start times on 01555 665262

Additional Info: Meet at Falls of Clyde visitor centre.
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Badger Watches 

Date: Wednesday, 1 September 2010
Time: 6:30PM - 9:30PM
Location: Falls of Clyde
Type: Wildlife Viewing / Watch

Description: An evening stroll through ancient woodland experiencing the sights, scents and sounds of wildlife at dusk. Have the chance to view badgers and discover bats. Look out for moths, dragonflies, fungi, wildflowers and river otters!

Pricing/ Booking Info: Booking essential and please call the visitor centre as times may vary. Tel: 01555 665262 Children must be accompanied by an adult, children must be over 10 years old. 

Additional Info: Meet at Falls of Clyde visitor centre.
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BEEautiful Roof Garden

Date: Saturday, 14 August 2010
Time: 11:00AM - 5:00PM
Location: Falls of Clyde
Type: Family

Description: Come and see twenty thousand busy honeybees in our deluxe observation hive and receive a free entry to New Lanark's renowned Roof Garden.

Pricing/ Booking Info: This is a free event.

Additional Info: Falls of Clyde Visitor Centre, New Lanark,

Tel: 01555 665262 email: falsofclyde@swt.org.uk
Bat Walk

Date: Saturday 28 August 2010 to Saturday 28 August 2010 
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Time: 8.30-9.45pm approx One Off 

Come for a walk through the woods of Calderglen on a hunt for these nocturnal creatures. Dress for the weather and bring a torch if you can. All children must be accompanied with an adult. Meet in Calderglen Court Yard. 

Suitable for all ages 

Free of charge 

Please book in advance with the Ranger Service 
Calderglen Country Park and Langlands Moss Nature 
Strathaven Road 
East Kilbride 
G75 0QZ 

Phone 01355 236644 

News

Final Peregrine Chick Hatches
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All chicks have now fledged with the fledglings still all to be seen near the eyrie, but expect them to start spending less time here now that the final chick has fledged, as the adults will start to feed them away from the eyrie and encourage them to learn to hunt for themselves. They should spend about another month with the adults and then have to leave and find territories of their own. 

The peregrine site was closed as of Thursday 8th July for another year and the lower paths were reopened.
Falls of Clyde reserve
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There is a pair of Spotted Flycatchers (muscucapa striata) breeding locally.  Spotted Flycatchers have brown backs and wings, pale cream coloured under parts and streaky pale brown markings on their head and breast. They are most commonly seen perched high up on a tall tree or roof top. These migrants birds have suffered a serious decline in numbers and are on the endangered list of small birds in this country. 
Sightings included kingfisher, wood pigeon, peregrine falcon, spotted flycatcher, swallow, sand martin, raven, buzzard, dipper, pied and grey wagtail.
Fund Raising

The Lanark Area MC held a street collection in Lanark on Saturday 2nd July.  We managed to raise £129.  A BIG thank you to those who volunteered on the day 
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We will also be holding a bric-a-brac sale this autumn at the Lanark Tollbooth and I would like to put out a general call for the following items:

· General bric-a-brac

· Books

· Small donations for tombola stall prizes

· Volunteers to man stalls for 1 hour (10am to 3pm)

Please bring donations to the meeting in September.
Importance of Bees – Free Event
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The honeybees in the Falls of Clyde visitor centre have surpassed themselves this year! The warm, relatively dry spring and summer has been ideal for them to forage for pollen and nectar. Since arriving in their observation hive they have built a huge amount of honeycomb. Come and have a close-up view of their intricate handy-work and collect the special voucher to allow an exclusive visit to one of the bees’ favourite foraging grounds - New Lanark’s beautiful wildlife friendly roof garden. Learn about the serious problems that are facing honeybees and find out what you can do to help their plight: Saturday 14th August. 

Dovesdale Resource Recovery Facility

[image: image2.emf]An artist’s impression of the proposed Resource Recovery Facility on land at Dovesdale Farm, Stonehouse.
Scotgen has submitted a planning application (HM/10/0345) to South Lanarkshire Council and if permission is granted, the centre, off Carlisle Road at Dovesdale Farm, could manage up to 160,000 tonnes of residual waste. In its June newsletter Scotgen stated that only small proportions of residual [image: image12.jpg]


waste would be accepted for energy recovery at the facility that could be classed as hazardous. It stated that the gasification process, which would recycle the waste, was safe, highly efficient and created relatively low emissions, adding that it had been classified by SEPA as a renewable energy source and has a low carbon status. 

More information and a non-technical summary of the proposal can be found at http://www.scotgenltd.co.uk/
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The Action Group Against Dovesdale Incinerator has called on Clydesdale residents to join the campaign to stop a proposed waste treatment facility, near Blackwood. AGADI point out that incinerators produce a variety of toxic discharges to the air, water and ground that are significant sources of a range of powerful pollutants, including dioxin and other chlorinated organic compounds that are well-known for their toxic impacts on human health and the environment. Many of these toxins enter the food supply and concentrate up through the food chain. They argue that this development will impact upon the local green belt, agricultural land, the outstanding landscape and surrounding communities, including several organic farming communities and the statutorily protected SSSI at Cander Moss.  
More information from AGADI and template objection letter can be found at http://www.dovesdaleincinerator.info/index.asp
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Cander Moss is a remnant of a raised bog and has a mixture of moor and peat bog, fringed with birch and Scots pine. Heather and lichen grow on the moorland ridges and sphagnum, rushes and marsh bedstraw dominate the marshy hollows. Cander Moss is designated as one of only 14 ‘Special Areas of Conservation’ in Scotland, given special protection because of its rarity. Cander Moss SSSI is very close to the application site (the closest part of the SSSI is some 300 metres from the proposed stack location).  The moss supports a diverse flora consisting of 12 species of sphagnum moss and other species requiring a damp, nutrient-poor environment including cranberry and round leaved sundew. It also supports unusual insects including the Large Heath Butterfly and the Emperor Moth. The moss habitat is vulnerable to nutrient enrichment that [image: image15.jpg]NO TOXIC WasTe
H INCINERATOR
IN THIS LOCATION




may occur through air pollution from the proposed plant. In an enriched state the sphagnum will be replaced by grasses and the moss will cease to be a carbon sink and become a source of carbon dioxide as the accumulated peat decomposes. 

Comments and objections have until 20th August to be lodged with South Lanarkshire Council Planning Department.

Plants can think and remember!

Scientists discovered the "nervous systems" of Arabidopsis plants are able to "remember" and "react" to information contained in light. Plants transmit information about light intensity and quality from leaf to leaf in a very similar way to our own nervous systems through electro-chemical signals. The researchers used fluorescence imaging to watch the plants respond. In their experiment, the scientists showed that light shone on to one leaf caused the whole plant to respond. And the response, which took the form of light-induced chemical reactions in the leaves, continued in the dark. 

This showed, they said, that the plant "remembered" the information encoded in light. This study, indicated that when light stimulated a chemical reaction in one leaf cell, this caused a "cascade" of events and that this was immediately signalled to the rest of the plant by via specific type of cell called a bundle sheath cell. 
Scientists from Warsaw University also found that the plants' responses changed depending on the colour of the light that was being shone on them.  As every day or week of the season has a characteristic light quality, it is thought that the plants used information encrypted in the light to immunise themselves against seasonal pathogens. 

Queen's executioner beetle wins species naming competition

A recent competition to give common names to 10 rare UK species has awarded top prize for Megapenthes lugens or queen’s executioner beetle. This common name reflects location, character and appearance, say the judges. The Guardian competition to name some lesser-known and threatened insects, lichens and sea-creatures from around the country received more than 3,000 entries. The idea for the competition began with a stark fact – the rapid extinction of animals and plants in England - and has ended with an outpouring of interest, ingenuity, some poetry and even a touch of magic.







