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LANARK AREA MEMBER CENTRE BULLETIN
ISSUE 26: APRIL 2010

WELCOME

Welcome to the April issue of the Lanark Area MC’s bulletin 2010, which contains articles of general and local interest, updates on talks, events, etc. I hope you will all contribute news and events to future bulletin editions.  Send any articles, photos and ideas to postmaster@lanarkswt.org.uk.  

A Note from the Chairman

I would like to announce that Gill Young and Richard Wardle are both stepping down from the MC committee.  I would like to thank them both for their help and support in setting-up the MC.
Call For New MC Committee Members 
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On the 27th April our second AGM will be held before the evening talk on Raptors.  On the agenda is a request for new committee members.  The committee meets around 4 times a year and discusses various issues including co-ordination of speakers and events, local wildlife and environmental issues, reserve maintenance, planning, fundraising to keep the Member Centre and the talks alive, and anything concerning the SWT 

We are looking for ordinary members to join the committee.  The commitment required is to attend the meetings (4 times a year) held at the New Lanark Visitor’s centre and contribute to running of the MC.  

If you would like more information on what’s required contact Josanne or Jason Newton on (01555) 893804.

Lanark Area MC Talk
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Tuesday 27th April: A Short AGM Followed by 

The Raptors of Loch Lomond. 

Speaker: John Simpson, Central Scotland Raptor Study Group 

The Central Scotland Raptor Study Group was formed in 1983. It is responsible for raptor monitoring (primarily in the breeding season) in the Clackmannanshire, Falkirk, North Lanarkshire and Stirling Council Areas and also in Dunbartonshire. The main species monitored by the Group are Red Kite, Hen Harrier, Buzzard, Golden Eagle, Osprey, Peregrine, Barn Owl and Raven.  John and is one of Central Scotland’s most experienced birders and a member of the Central Scotland Raptor Study Group specialising in Hen Harriers. He has made a significant contribution in species protection by promoting awareness of the threats faced by raptors on national television. John’s love of Hen Harriers in particular, was featured on the 2006 series of BBC Springwatch. 

Local Events Diary
[image: image3..pict]18th April: Garden for wildlife

Venue: Calderglen Visitor Centre Courtyard

Start: 2pm (duration 2hrs)

Turn your garden into a wildlife haven. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Dress for the weather. 
Please book in advance with the Countryside Ranger Service on 01355 236644.
24th April: Drumpellier Country Park & Summerlee Heritage Park

Orgainzed walk by the Hamilton National History Society 

Further Details Contact Michael on 01357 520159 
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27th April: A Short AGM Followed by The Raptors of Loch Lomond. Speaker: John Simpson, Central Scotland Raptor Study Group 
Venue: St Nicholas Parish Church, Main Hall, Castlegate, Lanark

Time: 7:30pm

SWT members: free; non-members: £1

Falls of Clyde Update

Otters have been seen again, fishing and swimming in the river outside the visitor centre. [image: image5.jpg]JoRvID e Ry Ce UGt IEe IS COTTAND)



 Other sightings include cormorant, goosander, mallard duck. sparrowhawk, swan, wren, thrush, blackbird, yellow hammer, chaffinch, goldfinch, greenfinch, great tit, blue tit, fieldfare, carrion crow, rook, jackdaw, rabbit, hare, badger and fox.

Volunteers Required For Peregrine Watch
A pair of peregrine falcons have again returned to New Lanark. [image: image6.png]% L% 4
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Despite being a legally protected species, the peregrines are at risk from egg thieves, who can sell peregrine eggs to become part of egg collections, and from those who take young chicks to train for falconry. In order to prevent such crimes, the Falls of Clyde staff are again launching 'Operation Peregrine'. 

Operation Peregrine is run annually to protect the birds whilst breeding and provide members of the public with some of the closest views of peregrines in the UK.  Volunteers are needed to help with manning the site from 10 am to 8 pm. The SWT are looking for volunteers with any commitment, large or small to help the new Peregrine protection officer who will be co-ordinating the volunteers.
So if you have any time available please contact Becky, the Peregrine Protection Officer on 07920 468 565.

Restoring damaged peatlands in Scotland to combat climate change

[image: image7.jpg]


The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has launched a programme in Edinburgh to promote the restoration of drained areas. According to the IUCN bogs in Scotland store around three billion tonnes of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane.  Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) also reported that soils in Scotland store more than 3,000 megatonnes of carbon, posing a potential threat to the environment. 
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Peatland can be up to 12m deep and are formed by layers of moss laid down over thousands of years and preserved in water. In Lanarkshire we have several good examples such as Langlands Moss Local Nature Reserve (lowland raised bog), Cander Moss (SAC and SSSI) and Waukenwae Moss (SAC).  Thousands of hectares of peatland have been damaged by farming practices such as ploughing the earth and burning heather. Scotland has 80% of the UK’s peatlands and Flow Country in Caithness is one of the worlds largest blanket bogs.  Scottish peatlands cover some 1.9 million hectares or 17 per cent of the world's bogs.  These peatlands contain about two billion tons of carbon or roughly four times the UK's annual output. Thus peatland restoration programmes are vital in the UK’s environmental strategy. 
SNH has offered to advise councils on lowering the risk at development sites.  It will also produce guidance on how to minimise soil disturbance during wind farm construction. 
Caddisfly found after over a century
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The pincer-tailed caddisfly - Hydroptila Tigurina is a tiny insect thought to have died out. However, it has recently been found near a river in Assynt in the north west Highlands. Conservationists at Buglife Scotland hope the creature will be found at further sites across the country. 

The invertebrate is known as a micro-caddisfly and measures about 3mm. It lives in fast-flowing, stony rivers. 

The “old gal” returns to Loch of [image: image11.jpg]


the Lowes

The UK's oldest known breeding female osprey has returned to Scotland for the 20th consecutive year to Loch of the Lowes wildlife reserve.  The 25 year old bird has now completed its 3,000 mile migration from West Africa and awaits her breeding partner, who is expected to arrive within a week. The female osprey is known to have laid 55 eggs, 46 of which hatched into fledged chicks.  Throughout the breeding season the eyrie will be visible via a nest camera on screens in the visitor centre and on the trust's website. A team of about 70 volunteers watch the nest 24 hours a day to safeguard any eggs from thieves and poachers. 

Sea Squirts come to Largs
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The carpet sea squirt (Didemnum vexillum) is an invasive species which, has recently been found in Largs Yacht Haven: this is the first sighting in Scotland. Originally from Japan, they have caused problems in marinas worldwide, forming tubular colonies which eventually smother other marine life and create a monoculture. Although the vector for introduction into this area is unknown, it commonly invades new areas with the help of humans, either by ocean going vessels, or by its growth on shellfish which may be used in the aquaculture industry. It changes the local biodiversity by creating an overgrowth of sedentary species such as seaweed, molluscs and oysters, and produces chemicals that deter most fish and animals. 
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